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EDITORIALS 


Inspiration 


It may seem presumptious for a layman to 
write on the vital subject of the inspiration of the 
Scriptures. However, the overwhelming majority 
of the readers of the Bible are men and women 
without theological training and it is important 
that we have some clearly established reasons 
for confidence in the book we read. 


The critical study of the Bible, both lower, 
or textual, and higher or structural, is a legiti- 
mate and highly profitable form of study. But for 
this work there are two essentials, the ability of 
the scholar and the humility and simplicity of the 
child of God. 


Too much that has been written in recent years 
has come from men who are scholars, but men 
who approach their task lacking humility and 
without reverance for the Book they study. In- 
stead of letting the Bible criticize man they pre- 
sume to criticize the Bible. No more destructive 
and dangerous occupation can be imagined, and 
the fruit of such labors has cast a blight on the 
entire Christian church, and still, this deadly 
work goes on. It is safe to say that the greatest 
issue facing the Church today. is the absolute 
trustworthiness of the Bible. From this one thing 
will be found to stem the greatest divergence in 
policies and viewpoints found in the ecclesiastical 


‘world and on this issue will be found to eventually 


rest the effectiveness of evangelism. 


With so many “scholars” denying as authentic 
many parts of the Bible the thinking layman is 
forced, sooner or later, to make a decision. Will 
he follow the “the assured findings of scholarship,” 
findings which have again and again been found 
to be neither scholarly nor scientific, or will he 
follow the Lord Jesus Christ and his Apostles and 
the Church of the ages, who have received the 
testimony of the Holy Spirit to the Bible, thus re- 
ceiving it for what it claims to be, verily the Word 
of God, and who in simple child-like faith have 
found in it wisdom, assurance and hope and 
peace? 


The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews begins 
that letter as follows, “God, who at sundry time 


and in divers manners spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, hath in these la: 
days spoken unto us by his Son.” Three words 
here encompass the Bible, God-hath-spoken, God 
spoke at sundry times. God spoke in divers man- 
ners. But, the important thing is that God has 
spoken to men and we have every right to accept 
what He said. In fact, to do anything else is to 
fall for the lying question of Satan himself which 
started in the garden of Eden, “Yea, hath God 
said?” 


But the layman is not left to grope for a “theory 
of inspiration.” What could be clearer than this 
to one who will believe?—“All scripture is (God- 
breathed) given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: that the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works.” And again, “Knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved (carried) by the Holy 
Ghost.” For the average layman such statements 
are sufficient but a deeper study will give over- 
whelming evidence that all who shared in writing 
the Bible were inspired by the same Holy Spirit, 
altho many of them understood but dimly that 
which they wrote. 


The critical scholarship which accuses these 
men of perpetrating “pious frauds” or of being 
ignorant and God permitting their ignorance to 
be perpetuated in their writings is a scholarship 
from which men should turn away, and when men 
ponder whether any voluntary limitations which 
Christ assumed permitted him to speak in error 
it would seem that the depths of impious un 
have been reached. 


When once indulged in there is no end to de 
structive criticism. The evolutionist throws out 
the first three chapters of Genesis and calls them 
“folk lore.” The pacifist discards the record 0 
God’s command to destroy the unspeakably evi 
inhabitants of Caanan and calls “unse f 
Christ’s method of cleansing the temple, — 
labels the rider of the white horse in the 1% 
chapter of the Revelation the anti-Christ, altho 
the 16th Verse says he is King of Kings and f 
of Lords. The rationalist refuses the records és 
the miracles and the miraculous, while often ™* 
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cially conscious will extol the “principles of 
Jesus” as, set forth in the Sermon on the Mount, 
while denying the source of power by which alone 
these principles can be implemented. In fact the: 
ise sight of the fact that Christ did not come 
primarily to preach the gospel but that, (becaus: 
of his life, death and resurrection) there might 
be a gospel to preach. 


To this layman the great problem in our Church 
is those leaders—preachers, and teachers in col- 
leges and theological seminaries who are toying 
with or condoning low ideas of scriptural in- 
giration. This statement is based on certain 
known facts. Articles and books which they them- 
glves have written. Books which they read and 
recommend to others to read, which, while having 
much in them that is true, also deny or question 
parts of the Bible. And finally, by those men 
known to deny part of the Word of God, whom 
they yet invite into their pulpits and institutions 
as speakers and honored guests. Tolerance is a 
virtue when it is shown to those who interpret 
parts of the Scripture in a different light from 
that which we accept. But, tolerance is a vice 
when shown to those whose method of “inter- 
pretation” makes a lie of the written Word. There 
is entirely too much tolerance of this type abroad 
in the world today. 


We believe that when the last word has been 
said on the question of inspiration it will be found 
that those worthy to be followed are those men 
who, preferably, but not necessarily, have scholar- 
ship and with that scholarship the faith and the 


humility to say, “Lord I believe, help thou my 
unbelief.” 


In the front of a Bible, given me by my mother 
many years ago, there is a poem pasted. Two 
verses of this poem are as follows,— 


“I bid thee keep the gift, that when 
The parting hour shall come 
We may have hope to meet again 

In an eternal home 
Thy precious faith in this shall be 
Sweet incense to my memory. 


And should the scoffer in his pride 
Laugh that fond faith to scorn 
And bid thee cast the pledge aside 
That thou from youth hast borne 
I bid thee pause, and ask thy breast 
If he or I have loved thee best.” 


All too long we have been willing to accept 
teady wit, a facile pen, and the finality of pseudo- 
scholarship in place of the granite like faith of 
the man of God who sets his face like a flint 
and says of the Bible, “Let God be true, but every 
man a liar.’ Many supposed discrepancies will be 
found to fade like mist before the sun by the 
simple act of accepting in faith, even that which 


We cannot explain or understand. May God give 
Ws more of this faith! —L.N.B 


Are We Hungry? 


A little incident occurred lately at a meeting of 
cur Ministerial Association which made a deep im- 
Pression upon us all. In the midst of a discussion 
% various matters, the prayer-meeting among 


them, one of our best loved and most honored men, 
in a voice surcharged with feeling, said something 
like this: Perhaps if we had some souls saved in 
these prayer-meetings it might give them life. 
Brethren, I am hungry, hungry to see souls saved 
in the good old-fashioned way. See them saved 
with a real experience of a new birth. Saved with 
a salvation that lasts, not some little emotion that 
is soon gone. 


As we listened, hushed and touched by his “tear- 
toned” voice, a little of that hunger seemed to find 
its way into all our hearts. But is our hunger 
acute? Do we have a passion for lost souls? These 
questions continue to haunt some of us. 


All of us know the two great needs of a 
preacher’s heart: (1) A consuming love for God 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself. (2) 
A passionate love for lost men. A deep-seated hun- 
ger for God, and a deeply-felt hunger for souls. A 
love for God that makes our soul “pant” for Him, 
and a leve for men that makes us yearn over them. 


May we pray the prayer that some of us are 
praying since our meeting: “Make us hungry, 
Lord; hungry for Thee—to see Thee, to know 
Thee, to glorify Thee. Make us hungry for souls, 
O Lord, the lost, starving souls of our fellow-men. 
Lord, make us hungry!’ Suppose we preachers 
should meet together and just pray that God will 
make us hungry, and tarry until He answers our 
prayer. Would not something “happen” in the 
Church and in this sin-sick world? 


“I have meat to eat that ye know not of,” said 
our Master, after His conversation with the wo- 
man of Samaria. ““My meat is to do the will of Him 
that sent me, to finish His work.” “Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white al- 
ready to harvest.” 


O Lord and Master, make us hungry as we see 
the harvest fields! dd 


————-—2 


Sorrow 


Surrounded as we are by world-wide tragedy 
and its accompanying sorrow we are prone to 
lose sight of the fact that there is one kind of 
sorrow it is God’s desire that we should have; 
godly sorrow which worketh repentance to salva- 
tion not to be repented of. 


We are only too often sorry for the effects of 
sin but do not have in our hearts that sorrow 
which comes from a realization of the awfulness 
of sin itself. One sees criminals often profess dis- 
tress which is the distress of having been caught. 
This is the sorrow of the world which worketh 
death. 


Let us never forget that the repentant sinner 
has a sorrow which goes to the root of the trouble 
and no evangelistic effort has gone deep enough 
until sinners are brought to the place where they 
cry out to God for forgiveness for their sins. As 
one reads of the work of some of the great evan- 
gelists of past generations one is impressed with 
the fact that their ministry was characterized by 
such manifestations of sorrow and repentance. It 
is said that when Finney simply walked through 
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a factory the employees fell on their knees, cry- 
ing out in an agony of conviction. 


All great revivals are the result of the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit in mighty power. We 
talk about evangelism. We preach about evan- 
gelism. We piously vote in Presbytery and Gen- 
eral Assembly expressions of approval of and de- 
sire for evangelism and revival. We set up ma- 
chinery to promote evangelism. 


Let us take the one further essential step. Let 
us, as individuals, on our knees confess our sins 
and turn from them. Let us as a Church also con- 
fess the sin of condoning error and let us return 
to the historic position of the Church in belief in 
the inerrancy of God’s Word. Until we do this we 
will continue to grieve the Holy Spirit. There is a 
price to pay but it will bring revival. —L.N.B. 

~o—<p-6 ae 


The “C” Has Gone 


The public press has reported that the Y.W.C.A. 
is no longer exclusively Christian. This was feat- 
ured as the big news of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the world’s Young Women’s Christian Association 
celebrated recently in some four hundred United 
States cities and a dozen foreign lands. It was an- 
nounced that the Y. W. now flourishes in fifty- 
three nations with some one million five hundred 
members. The activities range from sports to 
classes in stenography, from providing bed and 
rooms to city working girls to running vacation 
camps for youngsters. In the course of years as 
the activities of the Y. W. multiplied, its emphasis 
on Christian activities waned. Its members now 
include many a non-Christian in Asia. It is also re- 
ported that in the United States the famed Bible 
classes of the Y. W. are a thing of the past. 


This report brings to our mind a statement 
made about twenty-five years ago by Dr. Henry E. 
Dosker, who served for many years as Professor 
of Church History in the Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary of Kentucky. Dr. Dosker had just re- 
turned from Japan, where he gave a number of 
lectures and also visited with his son, who was a 
missionary to that nation. After his return he re- 
ported that the “C” in both Y.M.C.A. and the 
Y.W.C.A. stood for nothing definitely Christian 
out there, and that he had lost all confidence in 
both of these organizations. It is easy to see how 
one who knew the origin and early objectives of 
these organizations should feel this way about it. 
Those who heard him give this report felt that he 
was unduly alarmed and that the “C” was not in 
danger. Dr. Dosker, however, was too great a stu- 
dent of church history and had such a knowledge 
of the effects of tendencies and trends in life to 
be complacent about what he saw. He predicted 
then that within a few years the “C” would be 
eliminated. The prophecy has now been to a large 
extent fulfilled in actuality with the Y.W.C.A. and 
for all practical purposes might just as well be 
eliminated from the Y.M.C.A. We rejoice, how- 
ever, that there are still some in both organiza- 
tions directed and supervised by Christian leaders 
who are determined to retain the “C.” 





President McKinley once stated that it was not 
necessary for him to know any more about the 
direction a person was traveling than to know 
the direction of his little toe. The little toe is a 
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small part of the human anatomy, but it points as 
clearly to the direction and destination of the 
body as if we knew the direction of the head o; 
the main trunk of the body. 


When we call attention to certain dangers jp 
our Church, we are admonished by our brethren 
who like to over-work the term “broad-mindeq” 
in reference to themselves to be quiet for there js 
no danger. We are told when we point out these 
things we are unduly alarmed and unjustifiably 
suspicious. When we see things of this nature com. 
ing to pass, we are convinced that to feel other. 
wise than we do would not be broad-minded, but 
weak-minded. May we learn from this recent ingi. 
dent how easy it is to slip gradually until the “c” 
has departed and when the “C” has departed then 
we might as well write over the institution 
“Ichabod” - “Thy Glory Hath Departed.” —J.RR. 


Jesus And The Sunday School 
By Rev. Geo. H. Gilmer, D.D.* 


“On the Sabbath day he entered into the syna- 
gogue and taught.” See Mark 1:21. 

“And taught them on the Sabbath days.” See 
Luke 4:31. 

Thus you see Jesus taught the people on the 
Sabbath days in the synagogues, or meeting places 
where the people assembled to study the Bible. 

JESUS TAUGHT IN A SUNDAY 
SCHOOL. 

If you oppose Sunday Schools you op 
pose Jesus. 

If you attend Sunday School you are following 
Jesus in that at least. 

When Jesus was about to leave this world to go 
back to the Father He said to His disciples: “Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” See Mark 16:15. 

He wanted “every creature” to hear the “good 
news” of salvation from sin. Yet some say the 
gospel should be preached to “believers only.” But 
Jesus said preach it to “every creature.” 

He said again: “Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations *** teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.” See Matt. 
28 :19-20. 

Thus Jesus commanded us to teach and to 
preach. 

Teachers teach in the Sunday School and 
preachers preach in the preaching service. And 
both obey Jesus in doing so. 

It is just as reasonable to oppose one as the 
other. It is unreasonable and unscriptural to op 
pose either. 

If you do not carry out His command to teach 
and preach what will you say when He comes and 
you are brought before His judgment seat? 

If you oppose His work what will He say to you 
when He comes? Will it be: “I never knew 
you. *** Depart from Me?” Beware lest you be 
found fighting against Jesus. 

Will you not come to Sunday School and teach, 
or be taught, and thus help in the work of Jesus: 
Will you not ask others to come? ; 

Will you not make this pledge: “I promise to g0 
to the meeting house on the Sabbath day as Jesus 
did and to take part in the service?” 


*Draper, Va. 
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Van Dusen At Union Seminary 


By Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D.* 


It is a matter of deep concern and keen dis- 
appointment to many of the friends and alumni 
of Union Seminary in Virginia, that the dis- 
tinguished liberal, Dr. Henry Pitney Van Dusen, 
President of Union Seminary, New York, has been 
invited to be one of the lecturers this year on the 
Sprunt Foundation. While no one questions the 
fact that Dr. Van Dusen is an able writer and 
dynamic leader one is compelled to ask, whither 
does he lead? Is he an accurate interpreter of the 
Christian faith? 


A man’s Christology is one of the touchstones 
of his thinking. To begin with, if I am correctly 
informed, Dr. Van Dusen refused to affirm his 
belief in the virgin birth of our Lord when or- 
dained to the ministry by New York Presbytery 
in 1925. “What think ye of Christ?” At least He 
was not born of a virgin. 


While still a relatively young minister he com- 
piled a book of essays entitled “Ventures in Be- 
lief’ (1930), himself writing the last of those 
essays called “The Resources of Religion.” In this 
essay he furnishes the germ of his beliefs in a 
low view of the deity of Christ. He is discussing 
worship when he points out that this exalted ex- 
perience “is the life we seek.” Then he adds: “It 
is not a reservoir to be tapped to supply the ordi- 
nary needs of life. It is a tuning fork to strike 
the note to which all of life is to be keyed.” Al- 
most this exact expression he later employs in ref- 
erence to Jesus Christ. How divergent this is from 
the words of Paul, anyone can judge: “For in 
Him dwelleth all the fulness of the God-head 


bodily, And ye are complete in Him.” (Col. 
2:9-10). 


Again we ask the question, “What think ye of 
Christ?” Five years later, in 1935, Dr. Van Dusen 
wrote an able book, “God In These Times,” a sort 
of sequel, he says, to an earlier book, “The Plain 
Man Seeks For God.” Here he does not seem to 
hold the position that Jesus Christ furnished a 
wholly unique and supreme revelation of God. 
His revelation of God was great but only to be 
classed in more or less the same category with 
men. This is how he puts it: “Because of the un- 
mistakable presence of God in one human life su- 
Premely, but because of his no less certain pres- 
ence in other human lives, man shall be sure of 
him—that is the meaning of the Incarnation. This 
climactic evidence is to be found not merely in 

e life of Jesus, but in many and many another.” 


The confusion here is hopeless and the Incarnation 
1s almost meaningless. 


Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer has given me _per- 
rssion to quote from his review of Dr. Van 
~usen’s book, “Liberal Theology An Appraisal,” 
in “The Presbyterian” of May 6, 1943. He says: 
P Van Dusen emphasizes the centrality of 
esus Christ for the Christian faith in a noble 
and striking manner, but his Christology is not 
that of the Westminster Confession.” He writes: 


“It is mistaken to claim that in Jesus, the whole 
being of God was present, that God’s Purpose was 
fully expressed through him. If we are to make 
earnest with the assertion of Jesus’ humanity, we 
must recognize that only such of the Being and 
Purpose of God found expression in and through 
him as was appropriate and possible, for one of 
his heritage, his era, his span of experience.” 


One is shocked as Dr. Van Dusen ridicules the 
Christology of the Creed of Chalcedon in the same 
volume. “To the logical mind it sounds like dis- 
tilled nonsense. There the phrases stand, side by 
side, in all their seeming contradiction and glor- 
ious incredibility: ‘perfect in deity and perfect in 
humanity’ — ‘God truly and man truly’ — ‘be- 
gotten before the ages of the Father — in the 
last days born of Mary the Virgin’ — and especi- 
ally, ‘acknowledged in two natures, without con- 
fusion, without change, without division, without 
separation — not divided or separated into two 
persons but one and the same Son and only be- 
gotten God Logos, Lord Jesus Christ.’ It is as 
though the Fathers were determined to affirm 
their certainties at whatever humiliation to 
reason.” 


We deplore the fact of Dr. Van Dusen’s pres- 
ence on the Sprunt lecture platform because when 
he is there he has the imprimatur of the Seminary 
upon him. His messages go out to the world with 
more or less the endorsement of the institution 
and tend to set a seal of approval upon all that 
he stands for. The writer of this article speaks as 
a friend, a graduate and the holder of three de- 
grees from this school of the prophets and not as 
an outsider or a foe. He longs that Union Semi- 
nary shall sound no uncertain note in these crit- 


ical and tragic days. 


*Chattanooga, Tenn. 





ati. 
— 


Wings For The Soul 


“Be still and know that I am God” 


Father, take my life and hush its fretful din, 

And fill me with Thy strong serenity. 

Let there be such calmness in my life 

That fear and hate shall find no place to bide, 

And envy, greed and anger drop away, 

Leaving my spirit cool as the fresh dawn. 

Great Source of Life which gave me brain to think 

And hands to work and heart to love and grieve, 

Give now the gift that every worker needs 

In these mad days when riot rules the world, 

That gift without which 

Life is waste and void. Help me be still! 
—Author Unknown. 
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The Baptism Of The Children 
Of The Covenant 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


A young lad, who had been born after the death 
of his father, paid close attention as Dr. Pidgeon, 
a prominent Canadian pastor, explained the mean- 
ing of the baptism he administered to several 
infants. On his return home the boy asked, 
“Mommie, did you have me baptized as those 
babies were baptized today? And did you take 
those obligations for me, all by yourself?” On re- 
ceiving affirmative answers, he drew himself up 
a bit and said, “Well, that was fine of you, but 
you won’t have to carry that responsibility alone 
much longer. I’ll take it for myself at the next 
Communion.” This incident shows how this Divine 
ordinance may be a blessing to the Church, to the 
home and, to the child. 


The Biblical Basis 


Our rejection of Dispensationalism means that 
our Church recognizes the Old Testament dispen- 
sation as a true economy of the same covenant 
of grace as we now enjoy. Under the one covenant 
of grace God made Himself the God of His peo- 
ple by femilies. He promised to be a God to us 
and to our children. He gave circumcision, which 
is “a seal of the righteousness of faith,” to be 
applied to infants as well as to adults. In our New 
Testament dispensation of this same covenant 
there is no evidence that the provisions have 
been so narrowed as to exclude the infants. Our 
Lord Jesus took the little ones in the crook of 
His arms, laid His hands upon them, and blessed 
them. He commanded the baptism of the nations. 
Peter assured his hearers that the promise was 
unto them and their children. Paul baptized the 
households of the Jailor, of Lydia, and of 
Stephanos. He said that the believing husband 
sanctifieth the unbelieving wife so that our chil- 
dren are holy, that is, are holy and righteous by 
a imputation of the covenant righteousness of 

rist. 


The Early Church 


Polycarp’s declaration that he had served Christ 
eighty and six years is most naturally interpreted 
as a service that began in infancy which would 
have taken place if he had been an infant in some 
household baptized by John as Paul baptized the 
households listed. Justin Martyr expressly teaches 
the capacity of all men for spiritual circumcision 
by baptism. Irenaeus says that Christ passed 
through all the stages of life to sanctify them 
all, and came to redeem, through himself, “all 
who through him are born: again unto God, suck- 
lings, children, boys, youths and adults.” And in 
the mind of Justin and of the ancient Church 
baptism and regeneration were so intimately con- 
nected as to be almost identified. Tertullian says 
that infant baptism was usually based on Jesus’ 
invitation: “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me and forbid them not.” He opposed the 
practice of baptizing healthy infants or healthy 
adults that were unmarried on the ground that 
if they thereafter committed adultery or any 
of the other mortal sins they would be forever 


lost. Hebrews 6:4 was understood to mean the 
impossibility of renewing any who fell into such 
sins after having been “enlightened”, or baptized, 
But Tertullian’s opposition to the expediency of 
the baptism of healthy infants shows the existence 
of the practice. Dr. Philip Schaff says: “In the 
churches of Egypt infant baptism must have 
been practised from the first. For, aside from 
some not very clear expressions of Clement of 
Alexandria, Origen distinctly derives it from the 
tradition of the apostles; and through his journeys 
in the East and West he was well acquainted with 
the practice of the church in his time . . . It seems 
an almost certain fact, though by many disputed, 
that, with the baptism of converts, the optional 
baptism of the children of Christian parents in 
established congregations, comes down from the 
apostolic age.” 


The Divine Act 


James Denney has ponited out that baptism 
by affusion symbolizes an act on God’s part. The 
Church is the place where God acts and man 
serves. Thus, infant baptism is an act of God 
through the ministration of His Church, owning 
and sealing the infant as God’s child, testifying 
that he is a child of the covenant, and blessing him 
with its promises of salvation. There is more here 
than the human act of dedication. There is the 
Divine activity. Since this is God’s holy sacrament, 
administered on the authority of His Word, by 
His Church, God is in it with His Spirit. And we 
properly pray that He follow the sign by the seal 
of His saving action. 


The Parental Channel 
Of Grace 

This action is carried on, at least in large part, 
through the faith of the parents and their fi- 
delity to their baptismal engagements. As they 
observe their covenant vows the child is reared 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. He 
is taught the principles of our Holy Christian 
faith from the catechism, from the Bible, from 
family worship, and from Church and Sunday 
School attendance. The faith of the parents be- 
comes a channel through which the grace of 
God comes to the child. The taking and the keep- 
ing of this covenant bind the family into 4 
spiritual unit, and tie it closer to the Church and 
to the Saviour. Infant baptism seriously en 
into stabilizes and blesses the home. 


The Corporate Life Of 
The Church 

As the family welcomes the little stranger so the 
Church receives the child as a part of her corporate 
life. It would be strange, indeed, if the Church 
signalized only death and not life, marriage and 
not birth. Infant baptism is more than the dedi 
cation of an individual. It is the act of the 
Church which may well be performed at the Sur 
day Morning Service with some audible & 
pression on the part of the whole congregation 
such as the repetition of the baptismal creed 
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of Christendom, the Apostles’ Creed. As the 
child is received into the corporate life of the 
Church, the Church is obligated to provide for him 
Christian nurture, instruction and _ supervision. 
In the case of the death of his parents the Church 
provides for his rearing in a Church home or 
orphanage. Of course, where the Christian nurture 
and general discipline are so lacking that only 
one out of ten baptized infants becomes a com- 
municant, as is reported in some state churches, 
then the sacrament has become a mockery and its 
cessation is demanded. 


Original Sin 

At the recent meeting of the American The- 
ological Committee, spokesmen for the Disciples 
and for the Mennonites objected to infant baptism 
because they rejected original sin. Baptism is a 
washing and a washing implies the need for cleans- 
ing. Thus the baptism of infants, like the circum- 
cision of infants, implies their solidarity in the 
sin and fall of the race. “Therefore as by the 
offence of one judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification 
of life.” This double relationship is brought out in 
the forthright language of Craig’s old Scottish 
Catechism, thus: 


“Q. Declare that in Baptism? 


A. We see there the Seal of our spiritual Filthi- 
ness through our Communion with Adam, and our 





purgation by our Communion with Christ.” 


Our own Southern Presbyterian Book of Church 
Order provides as the first question to be asked of 
parents: “Do you acknowledge your child’s need 
of the cleansing blood of Christ and the renew- 
ing grace of the Holy Spirit?” By nature we are 
children of wrath, by the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we become children of God. As already re- 
marked, one believing parent sanctifieth the un- 
believing so that the children are federally holy, 
that is, are justified in the covenant blood of 
Christ. Hence, they are properly sealed with in- 
fant baptism: the seal of the righteousness of 
faith in the New Testament Dispensation of the 
covenant of grace. 


The Saved Child 


In the case of the child himself the full efficacy 
of the baptismal blessing of God is not realized 
until he takes upon himself the obligations earlier 
taken for him by his parents. That he may come 
to this personal committal and confession the Law 
and the Gospel are to be constantly presented to 
him. This is the staple of our preaching from 
the pulpit, our teaching in the Church School, our 
catechetical instruction in home and school. Only 
thus can parents and Church fulfill the obligations 
they have plighted in the baptism of the infant. 
And as this is faithfully done God brings His 
promised blessing to fruition in a saved child. The 
Holy Spirit works faith in his heart and unites him 
to Christ in his effectual calling. 











Christianity Dependent Upon The 
Miraculous 


By Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D.* 


“It was not possible that He should be holden 
of it."—Acts 2:24. 


“Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
with you that God should raise the dead?” 


—Acts 26:8. 


The sentence of death hangs over the whole hu- 
man race. “It is appointed unto man once to die.” 
Only two of the human race ever escaped this 
appointment. Even Christ Who sentenced others 
was obedient unto death Himself, but it was not 
possible that He should be held in the grave, and 
so He arose from the dead and brings us the only 
word of assurance of life after death that we 
have. He put a trumpet to His lips and sounded 
out the words of victory to a sorrowing world, 
0 death, where is thy sting; O grave, where is 
thy victory?” The gates of hell cannot prevail 
hore a Church founded upon this race-satisfying 
act, Take the resurrection out of our creed and 
you dismiss forever every Christian congregation, 
and all the other articles of the Apostles’ Creed 

ve no meaning. 


_ seems strange that the enemy should make 
- fiercest stand at the tenderest places and 
ost sacred occasions: At the cradle when life 
8, and at the tomb where life is regained. 


When hearts are so tender and love is supreme 
then come Herod, Satan and his hosts at the most 
sacred and solemn hours to take away the hope 
and assurance of immortality. The cry of hun- 
dreds today is “they have taken away my Lord 
and I know not where they have laid Him.” Satan 
will allow us to believe in God if we separate Him 
from His work of creation and redemption. He will 
allow us to believe in the Bible if we will regard 
it as uninspired literature. He will allow us to be 
undisturbed in our belief of Jesus Christ if we de- 
grade His deity. Everything must be reduced to 
the plane of the natural. He attacks the super- 
natural wherever he finds it. It is therefore my 
intention to discuss that master-miracle, the resur- 
rection. “If a man die, shal] he live again?” Jesus’ 
resurrection is the answer. And it is my desire to 
set forth some easy and indisputable proofs of this 
crowning fact, for the comfort of those who are 
in sorrow. The resurrection is the most important 
question one can discuss. Upon it the church is 
built, and the church is the most important thing 
in the world. Immortality is a corollary of the 
resurrection. If Jesus rose from the dead, there is 
life beyond the grave. By His resurrection Jesus 
brought life and immortality to light. Without the 
resurrection of the body there is no proof of im- 
mortality whatever. There is a great deal of 
beautiful poetry written upon it, based upon the 
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“budding flower and tree,” but the flower that 
buds has never died; and there is no analogue in 
nature for the resurrection of the body. Man’s 
longing for immortality is a pathetic thing if there 
is no real answer. 


God started the race in Eden with a body. He 
created the body before He created the soul. He 
intended the body and the soul to live together 
forever; but sin brought death. Jesus, by His death 
atones for the sin, and by His resurrection guaran- 
tees us an immortal body. We therefore have no 
mutilated immortality, for Jesus Christ swallows 
up death in victory. 


I now want (1) to present an argument for the 
miraculous, (2) to propound a question, and (3) 
to make a plea. 


The argument for the miraculous: “Why should 
it be thought a thing incredible with you that God 
should raise the dead?” It is not an incredible 
thing if we believe in a God Who is great enough. 
If we believe in a God Who can create, if we 
believe in God the Father, Almighty, that is an 
answer to any difficulty about the resurrection of 
the body, or any question of the miraculous. 


But Mr. Hume’s declaration that “miracles are 
impossible because such would be a violation of 
natural laws” bothers a great many people. Spinoza 
said “Nature proceeds in a fixed and changeless 
course.” The answers to such contentions are many 
and I will indicate a few. Nature does not pro- 
ceed in a fixed and changeless course. Nature is 
full of freaks.These are miracles according to this 
definition: but it is nothing but nature expressing 
a rebellion against uniformity. Mr. Gladstone, the 
grandest of all England’s Premiers, destroys 
that declaration of Mr. Hume in a very few words: 
“Unless we know all the laws of nature, Hume’s 
contention is of no avail. It may come under some 
law unknown to us,” and so the question is: do 
we know all of God’s laws? Are we so well ac- 
quainted with God that we can affirm that we 
know all His laws? Another profound writer and 
lawyer, Francis J. Lamb, in “Miracle and Science,” 
says: “This argument and its fallacy lie in sup- 
posing that the omniscient creator of all things 
first made man and a code of laws, and then put 
it out of His own power to change, modify or 
interfere with them or their operation.’”’ Dr. James 
Orr has this to say: “The question is not, Do 
natural causes operate uniformly, but are natural 
causes the only causes that exist and operate. 
Miracles are a part of a system unknown to us.” 
There are three instances in which direct mirac- 
ulous power was no violation of natural order. 
First in creation, when God established the order. 
Second, when He founded a higher order than 
nature by the introduction of life. Third, when 
the exercise of creative energy is remedial, heal- 
ing or redemptive. This is not the disturbance or 
destruction of nature, but a restoration of an 
order already disturbed.” Thus we see law gives 
way to law. God is the great autocrat. “Impossible” 
is not too big a word for today, or any day. It is 
certainly not too big a word for God Almighty. It 
was impossible that Jesus Christ should be holden 
of death. 

We next inquire ‘(What are natural laws?” And 
we take our answer from Hume, Haeckel and 
others: “Such laws as have been deduced from the 


ate 


common experience of man.” In other words 
“what is usual is natural law.” Now common ey. 
perience is good as far as it goes, but it does not 
go far enough, and it has always been changing 
and enlarging. It is impossible to limit common 
experience to any age or race. Would the 
and races gone deny the possibility of anything 
occurring that was not common to their day? 
Then civilization cannot possibly make any pro- 
gression, and each generation is limited by the 
experience of all preceding generations. No new 
thing can possibly occur. Because a thing has 
never been experienced, it can never happen. 
There can be no surprises if we follow this defini. 
tion, and the events of one age and one day must 
be the history of every age and every day. Let 
anyone ask the question, “What is the common 
experience of man regarding his origin?” He has 
no experience whatever. Let a man ask the ques 
tion, “What is the common experience of an 
angel?” An angel would doubtless be able to say 
that it is a common thing to witness the mirac- 
ulous and to see the dead rise. 


Let us inquire as to the source of natural law. 
Before creation where were the natural laws’! 
They did not exist except in the will of the Al- 
mighty. When God created nature did He exhaust 
His natural resources, or did He hide us in a cleft 
of rock and simply show us a part of His power 
and glory? What if He had created a solar system 
that was stationary? He would have violated no 
natural law. What if God would blot out all cre- 
ation? What would become of natural law then? 
Natural law is the Lord God reigning. Super- 
natural law is the Lord God Omnipotent reigning. 
There is no law superior to His. There was no law 
powerful enough to hold Jesus Christ in the grave. 
There was a law against holding Him there. “It 
was not possible that He should be holden of it. 
“He was no more bound by natural law than He 
was by the tradition of the elders.” Let us enlarge 
our ideas of God. 


Again, to deny the miraculous is to assume that 
we know all that God can do. Who is so arrogant? 
Our little experience is limited to this earth, 
and its laws. But God created the heavens and the 
earth. What do we know about the laws governing 
all the worlds that God has created? May He not 
drive back the sea with His breath? May He not 
suspend the law by which fire burns? May He not 
close the mouths of lions, hush the storm, heal the 
sick and raise the dead? The word of God reveals 
Him to us as a “Father, and not a device. Man is 
a child and not a thing.” In this world man only 
treads in the outer court of God’s great temple. 
He has some wonderful glimpses into its ine! 
splendor. These glimpses all lead him to an el 
largement of trust and love. Someone has observed 
that there is a law of mathematical necessity by 
which a progressive series must run on, clothing 
itself with new power as it runs; and it is fully 
within our reason and hope to believe that God 
would naturally say to the dead “Come forth,” and 
our bodies obey. 


In his “Logic of the Unseen” Dr. Fitchett — 
up the question of the origin of our calendar. a 
live in the Twentieth Century. What made it We 
Twentieth Century? The Twentieth Century ee 
what? All civilized time is dated by the birth ¢ 
Jesus Christ. He changed all centuries by 4% 


Sssousssses 


astyvewoope Ss 
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coming. He stamps His image and superscription 
on them. He is the Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the ending. “I am He that liveth, and 
was dead, and behold I am alive forevermore and 
have the keys of death and hell.” “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” It is fitting that He 
who was the Lord of life, the great creator and 
the resurrection should halt the centuries and 
stamp his name and image upon them. Every 
daily paper acknowledges Him in its date line. He 
controls all business, all politics, all legislatures, 
congress and parliament. “All hail the power oi 
Jesus’ name.” 


Mr. Ruskin wrote to his father, “I am resolved 
to believe in Jesus Christ and take Him for my 
Master in all things. To believe His Word is easier 
than to disbelieve it.’”” And he adds, “When I had 


done this I felt a peace and a spirit I had never 


known. Everything seemed to go right.’”? Such a 
decision has satisfied saints and sages of all ages. 
“It satisfies the longings as nothing else can do.” 
It brings pardon, peace and power and points 
forward to paradise. If Christianity is poison, what 
a blessed delirium it brings! How it brightens life, 
makes home safe and happy! How it puts strength 
into the weak, causes the thief to steal no more, 





brings purity to the heart! It is the only redemptive 
power equal to the need of sinful man. It strength- 
ens our minds, inspires our hopes and “wipes 
sorrow’s tears away.” If it is a dream, what <« 
blessed one, and how glorious in its results! 


I read the story of a wonderful harp. Its heaven- 
ly musie puzzled and charmed everyone. A jury of 
philosophers was appointed to investigate the 
secret of its power. They were to study its form, 
the material, the color, ornamentation and strings. 
But while the philosophers were studying, some 
Blind Tom who cannot see the material, the form, 
the color, the ornamentation and knows nothing 
of these things, comes in and draws from this 
harp its thrilling and heavenly harmony. There 
was no need for the philosophers to report. The 
harp proved its own music. Christianity is a harp 
which affords the soul its mysterious and mighty 
melodies which exalt one to the vestibule of the 
temple in the City of God. Open your ears and 
listen, “Because I live, ye shall live also.” Who 
doubts the harp when they hear the music? “Why 
should it be thought a thing incredible with you 
that God should raise the dead?” 


*Waco, Tex. 





Shall We Teach The Bible? 


By Rev. T. E. P. Woods, D.D.* 


In the Dec. 9, 1944 issue of the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post there is an interesting article entitled 
An Ex-Marine Looks at High School. 


Passing over his trenchant criticisms of the 
scholastic courses that failed to appeal to the 
sternly awakened needs of a boy who had been 
through every phase of jungle warfare on Guadal- 
canal, and had been sent home to recuperate and, 
incidentally, to prepare himself for life by com- 
pleting his education, my attention was gripped 
by his comments on the utter lack of spiritual 
training offered by the high school. 


_ “Imagine”, he says, “a public-school system, for 
instance, which will not let us read the Bible 
and talk about God! But you don’t have to 
imagine; it exists. - - - - ‘It’s a state law’, some- 
body told me, and so it is. In Arizona—that state 
I love most—a teacher in the public schools can b 

reprimanded and discharged for no greater crime 
than saying the Lord’s prayer in the class room. ] 
wouldn’t have believed it.” 


Then he goes on to tell what he thinks about s 
school system that bars the only kind of instruc- 
tion that can possibly check juvenile delinquency 
and youthful criminals, and recalls the heart to 
heart talks he and his companions had often en- 
joyed with their commanding officers in the 
jungles when they talked about life and God. 


Those officers were not afraid or ashamed to 
fundamentals with their boys; and the boys 


literally ate it up. 


Reports from the battle fronts show us that 
thousands of our boys over there are deeply con- 
cerned about spiritual matters. They want to 
know the facts. They do not care a picayune for 
sectarian debating points. They want to know 
the way of eternal life, how to find God, and how 
to face death unafraid. 


These boys learn to pray. Jews, Catholics, 
Protestants huddled together in some bomb crater 
cry out to the same God, and find a communion 
of spirit that seals their brotherhood. And yet— 
even with this bond of common peril and need— 
they are not sure of the way. They are groping 
blindly. Happy are they if some one who really 
knows the way because he himself has found it 
and is walking in it can tell them in simple words 
the old, old story of salvation by grace through 
faith in a living Saviour. 


I have been made happy many times by letters 
coming overseas from our old McCallie boys telling 
of their triumphant faith and the joy they have in 
helping some buddy to see the light of truth as 
they had learned to see it. 


May I give you excerpts from two letters that 
came to me recently? 


One is a ten-page letter from a boy who was 
converted while attending McCallie, but who did 
not fully surrender himself to his Lord until he 
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was up against the awful realities of war. The 
whole letter breathes happiness, but the following 
part will give you the feeling of it. 


“Let me tell you, Doctor, what you might say 
is the most joyous thing that has happened to me. 
I’ve finally realized that my life isn’t mine—I was 
bought and paid for with a price—Christ wasn’t 
only my substitute on the cross, but is my substi- 
tute in my life—hence the Indwelling Christ. Doc- 
tor, I realize more every day that I am weak—of 
myself I can do nothing. I’m yet a babe in Christ. 
I have far to go—and far to grow, as I know we 
can’t ever do too much for our loving Saviour. 
His strength is my strength and I know that if 
submit my life completely to Jesus, He can use 
me—that is our greatest privilege, for Christ 
actually to use us, speak through our mouths, live 
our lives—so that whatever we may say or do wi! 
be a living testimony to our Lord, Master, and 
Saviour.” - - - - “As I stand now, I am altogether 
different—no man could have changed over my 
heart so completely. It’s nothing short of a miracle, 
Doctor, that only a supernatural power could per- 
form; that is, the power in the blood with which 
Jesus on the cross washed away my sins. The 
world has yet to see what God can do with, for, 


in, and through a man who is fully consecrated 
to him.” 






Then he tells of the fellowship he had had with 
a young chap who also was an ardent believer anc 
a Bible student; of how their lives had beer 
thrown together in a providential way although 
they were in different branches of service, ai 
often widely separated. 


That is the testimony of a young fellow whose 
major sport here was eating, and who showed little 
promise of high spiritual experiences. 


The next letter is different in tone; yet it 
none the less pleasing to me as I recall the in. 
tellectual pride of the young fellow in his “faith’’ 


op as you will see, was not my kind of faith 
at all. 


“TI shall never forget the afternoon I sat with 
you in your office (after reciting a vocabulary test 
I had failed miserably in the Greek class tha’ 
day) and discussing religion with you. Since that 
time, while at Harvard, I have withdrawn my mer 
bership from the Christian Science Church and 
have been confirmed into the Episcopal Church. 
My ambition is to become an Episcopal priest. I 
order to realize this ambition, I have much har’ 
work ahead of me. I must finish my undergraduate 
work at Harvard and enter an Episcopal semi- 
nary; then, who knows? maybe I might go to Edin- 
burgh for a year. This last aim is purely con- 
jectural. I feel keenly the need for education in 
my work, but I don’t want to enter it as an 
old man who is crammed with much complicated 
theology which he forces on his congregation, and 
with which he either bores or mystifies them, or 
drives them to utter distraction.” 


That is quite a different type from the first 
young fellow. But I am glad he is in the way and 
on the way to become an Episcopal priest, though 





at present he is driving an ambulance in France 


One more remark about this young man. Qn 
that memorable afternoon to which he refers, after 
I had shown him the difference between adopting 
the teachings and philosophy of Jesus as explained 
by the readers and teachers in his “Church”, ang 
accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal 
Saviour, he sat a while in complete silence; then, 
he looked straight at me and said, “Nobody ever 
told me that before. Thank you, sir; I’m going to 
think it over.” 


Now why have I let you read these two frag. 
ments of letters that open up the inner lives of 
two boys? Because I think they help to answer the 
question which I have used as the title for this 
article. Because I want you to know that we at 
McCallie are not afraid to teach the Bible, to talk 
with our boys about God, and to lead them to 
make a decision for Christ. On the contrary, 
we should be afraid not to do these things. From 
the foundation of the school in 1905, the mair 
purpose has been to teach by precept and, as far 
as we can in our bungling human way, by ex- 
ample the Christian Way of Life. That was the 
purpose of the founder, Dr. T. H. McCallie, and 
father of the two head-masters who have con- 
tinued to make it the basic purpose of the school. 





We teach the Bible at McCallie. It is required 
for graduation. And so well have the courses been 
worked out and taught that our Bible credits are 
accepted as full Entrance Credits in all the lead- 
ing colleges and universities in the United States 
with the possible exception of three schools that 
do not accept any credits from high schools.. These 
Bible courses while equal in scholastic value to any 
of the other courses of the school and requiring 
as rigid study as any have been voted time and 
again by the students as the most interesting 
courses and the most helpful. 


Besides the Bible courses, there are other Chris- 
tian influences that have their part in moulding 
the lives of our boys. Every evening after supper, 
we have “family prayers,” a custom started by 
the Founder. Every night, group prayer meetings 
of students are held on each of the ten floors of 
the dormitories. On Wednesday night, after study 
hall, there is a general meeting instead of the 
smaller group meetings, held in the Lodge, a com- 
mon room for the students. Faculty members are 
often invited to conduct these meetings. On Sun- 
day evenings, the Y. M. C. A. has Vesper services 
conducted by the boys, but the main talk is often 
given by a member of the faculty or by an outside 
speaker. 


Each morning, before we begin the day’s work, 
we assemble for a brief devotional service: a song, 
a short Scripture passage, a few remarks, and & 
prayer. Every member of the faculty takes his 
turn in conducting this exercise; and sometimes 
a student handles it. 


Headmasters and teachers welcome conferences 
with students who are having difficulties in getting 
over “Foo]’s Hill,” or who are bogged down in 
some slough of despond, or who have strayed 
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the Path of Life. 


McCallie is no Paradise. We have our humar 
problems; and Satan or his wily minions are just 
around the corner—usually a dark one—waiting 
to waylay us. Often he gets us. 


But we believe in God. We shall continue to 
teach the Bible. We are fundamentalists, and we 
keep looking up. 


*Chattanooga, Tenn. 





The Heresy Of Silence 


By Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D.* 


Words, like individuals, have a way of changing 
their reputations. At one time a word may be in 
repute, and at another in disrepute. Heresy is 
such a word. Once it was greatly feared, for it 
meant the disfavor of the vast majority of one’s 
fellow-believers. But the day of disfavor has large- 
ly passed, and the word is now respectable in 
certain circles. Not only so, to many it is the badge 
of maturity and progressiveness, indicating that 
those who wear it have emerged from childish 
things and entered the experiences of the fuil 
grown man in scholarship and in the exercise of 
religious liberty. The odium of the word has not 
only largely disappeared in this modern age, but 
has become the pass-port to many of the promi- 
nent positions and privileges in the church and 
her institutions. 


The shift in the conception of the term in the 
minds of so many has created a critical situation 
in the church. It has not only produced a vast 
amount of confusion and perplexity, but deadness 
and division as well. The change has seriously im- 
paired the message and witness of the church, 
thereby causing her to become frequently a de- 
rision and a by-word to the man of the world. 


As in all other matters, there are different 
forms of heresy; not all heretics express them- 
selves in the same fashion. While the forms of ex- 
pression may differ widely, the result is the same. 
There are those who choose to express their un- 
orthodox views by affirming them; others by say- 
ing they have not yet arrived at a definite con- 
clusion ; while still others adopt the method of 
silence. This last group does not attract very much 
attention, but is no less dangerous on that account. 
The silent heretic is often as detrimental to the 
cause of Christ as the boisterous one. The mere 
fact that he does not command attention does not 
render him harmless; indeed, his silence may make 
him all the more dangerous. An open opponent 
may be more quickly and effectively dealt with 
than one who is hidden and unsuspected. The 
silent heretic is not in the open, he is not suspected 
of entertaining and propagating erroneous doc- 
trme. He is such a fine fellow; he speaks well; 
possesses a charming personality, and is a good 
mixer. He quickly and easily ingratiates himself 
with the people, and having won their confidence 
and esteem, he can easily transform an orthodox 
church into a modernistic one without attracting 
attention and without one word of controversy. 
The sad thing is that it is being done. 


Some years ago there went the rounds of the 


religious press the story of a young man, who was 
tainted with modernism, being called to the 
pastorate of a very orthodox church. When he 
learned he could not safely preach the things 
which he had been taught in a liberal seminary 
without giving offense to the leaders of the congre- 
gation he was greatly worried. In his perplexity 
he wrote to an older minister who was an out- 
standing modernist, and his friend, for advice. The 
reply of the older minister to this perplexed young 
one was after this fashion, “Keep silent on all 
matters which would likely be offensive, and stress 
those things that please, and your congregation 
will go along with you, and will soon lose interest 
in the fundamentals.” The young minister took the 
advice, and made himself very popular with the 
people, and in the course of a very few years his 
silence on the fundamental doctrines had caused 
the congregation to lose interest in them, and be- 
fore the church was aware liberalism had laid 
its deadly grip upon it, accomplishing the trans- 
formation so quietly that few detected the change. 


Today liberalism is more and more employing 
the method of silence to establish itself. The meth- 
od is easy, pleasant and effective. It wins where 
drastic methods would fail. One reason it works so 
effectively is, people as a whole are not instructed 
in the fundamentals of the Scripture. Long ago 
God said, “My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge.” For that same reason they are de- 
stroyed today. Too many church members have 
little or no taste or appetite for a purely spiritual 
diet. They have not tasted the sincere milk of 
the word, so they have no appetite for it. They 
would rather have a hail fellow, well met, popular 
preacher any time than a pious, godly one. They 
want ane who will not trouble them—at least 
not very much—about their sins and short-com- 
ings. They go to church not so much to learn not 
to sin, but how to sin and not be sorry. They want 
a preacher who is “unto them as a lovely song of 
one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well 
on an instrument.” Such an attitude creates a con- 
dition ideally suited for the silent heretic. Basic 
truth neglected is soon forgotten, and error easily 
comes to take its place. The mind is so constituted 
that it loves entertainment and excitement, and 
welcomes whatever has the appearance of fresh- 
ness and smartness. Because these things are true, 
the modernist finds a fertile soil into which to sow 
the seeds of liberalism by no more exciting method 
than sheer silence regarding the cardinal doctrines 
of our most holy faith. 


While liberalism is propagated and cultivated by 
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silence, this method is not modern by any means. 
Paul met it and warned against it repeatedly. In 
writing to the Corinthians, he called the apostles 
of silence “deceitful workers,” because they at- 
tempted to transform themselves into angels of 
light. These charming deceivers employed what- 
ever method they could think of, silence when it 
was dangerous to speak being one of them. They 
were without honor, desiring only to advance 
their own interest. That method is as effective as 
ever. 


There is another aspect of the heresy of silence 
which needs to be constantly before us. It is so 
subtle. There is a certain timidity, a feeling that 
we may not be altogether competent to defend 
our position or set forth clearly the correct inter- 
pretation. We do not want to create a disturbance 
of friendship, or be accused of being a stickler 
for details, or be charged with injuring a beloved 
institution. These considerations make a strong 
appeal; they appear plausible and reasonable, so 
we remain silent. We let the truth take care of 
itself the best it can, without realizing that by 
our silence we take a stand with the enemies of 
the cross of Christ, and are unfaithful to the 
divine trust committed to us by our risen Lord. 


To be sure it is not easy to take one’s stand 
for the truth when popular opinion is against it, 
and “sweet reasonableness” is urged for refrain- 
ing to do so, but we must not forget that distaste- 
ful, even dangerous, tasks belong to Christian 
duty. Peter and John and the rest of the apostles, 
as well as millions of others since their day, did 
not find it easy to be steadfast and unmoveable in 
regard to the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, but 
they did it nevertheless. When Peter and John 
had healed the lame man at the beautiful gate 
of the Temple, they were arrested and told if they 
would cease their activities in the name of Christ 
they might go free and never again be molested. 
Only be silent about Jesus and His resurrection 
and all will be well with them. That would have 
been the easy way out of their difficulty, but they 
did not choose to accept it, but declared boldly, 
“We ought to obey God rather than man,” and 
that we shall do come what may; and “they de- 
parted from the presence of the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for his name.” No one can be faithful and keep 
silent when the honor of the Lord and His gospel 
are at stake. 


. 


In such times as these, the advice of another 
old minister to a young one as to what and how he 
should preach should be frequently in mind and 
receive serious consideration. Of course every min- 
ister should study it lest he fail to declare the 
whole counsel of God. But the members of the 
church should likewise study it to be able to 
detect the omission of any essential doctrine, or 
the slurring over of vital truths, by their minister 
as he speaks to them from week to week. Here is 
the charge: “I charge thee therefore before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his king- 
dom; preach the word; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long 
suffering and doctrine. For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
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after their own lust shall heap to themselves teach. 
ers having itching ears: And they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
into fables” (II Timothy 4:1-4). These are mo. 
mentous words. They leave no place for the heresy 
of silence when the truth is at issue. They are 
warning to the wisest and most faithful of ys: 
they call us to exercise persistent vigilance Jes 
we dishonor Him by our silence, either by failing 
to declare the truth, or being silent when it jg 
attacked. 


Under certain circumstances silence may he 
“golden” and very desirable, but under other cop. 
ditions it is rank infidelity, and must be avoided 
at all hazard lest we be guilty of the sin of silence. 


*Jackson, Miss. 


Memorial Certificates 


The Defense Service Council endeavors to assist 
local churches in ministering to members in the 
Service, also to their families. A Memorial Cer- 
tificate has been prepared for presentation to the 
family of a young man or woman who was killed 
or died in the Service. The Certificate is 9x12 
inches, has the figure of an eagle at the top, and 
at the bottom left-hand corner the seal of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. The following words 
are printed: “Sacred to the memory of (place to 
insert the name) who gave his life in the service 
of his country and for the cause of freedom in 
World War II. ‘Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for a friend.’ To 
all who loved him and to those whom he loved, his 
Church sends solemn greeting and tender sympathy 
in the certain hope of eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 


The certificates are signed by the Moderator of 
the General Assembly, and space is provided for 
the signature of the local pastor. 


Pastors or local Defense Service Committees are 
requested to send the names of the deceased 
(typed or printed), and they will be lettered on 
the certificates. Duplicate certificates will be pro- 
vided on request, if both are ordered at the same 
time. Samples were sent to all pastors in October, 
and more than 250 were ordered before January 
1, 1945. 


In response to numerous requests for material 
for Memorial Services, a leaflet, “Suggestions for 
a Memorial Service,’ has been prepared. These are 
free, as are the Certificates. 


Address: Defense Service Council, 410 Atlantic 
Life Building, Richmond 19, Va. 


— =" 
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Term Pastorates 


By Rev. J. C. Bridges* 


There is a divided opinion as to whether or not 
the best interest of the Presbyterian Church U. S., 
is being served by its indefinite term service 
for pastors. While some are loathe to give up this 
method, others are in favor of a change to term 


pastorates. 


In its effort to serve both groups, the Perma- 
nent Committee on the Minister and His Work has 
proposed an optional plan reading as follows: 


“Any congregation, by majority vote, may 
agree to accept pastors appointed by the Com- 
mission on the Minister and His Work of their 
presbytery with the approval of presbytery, 
for a limited term of not more than five 
years, and for as many similar terms there- 
after as desired by the congregation; pro- 
vided, first, that the Commission shall not 
appoint a pastor to serve any church until 
they have consulted with the session or with 
a committee on the pastor elected by the 
congregation; second, that any church may at 
the expiration of the term designated return 
to the former method of call by congre- 
gational vote; and, third, that all term pastor- 
ates terminate on June 15th.” 


The foregoing proposal recommended to our Gen- 
eral Assembly and subsequently referred to the 
presbyteries for their counsel and advice is a ques- 
tion of tremendous importance. It is obvious, 
then, that presbyters should seek afresh the teach- 
ing of Scripture. This fact alone has directed 
the writer to use his limited ability as a possible 
help to responsible brethren, who, by reason of 
larger pastoral duties have less leisure. In our 
humble opinion the proposal should not be adopted 
because it is unscriptural. 

The question before us has difficulties, it is 
true. Notwithstanding, I believe the proposal is 
at variance with Truth by reason of the fact that 


I. Optional 


In the various kingdoms of God our Lord has 
always governed according to perfection. In no 
realm has he ever ruled with a plurality of ques- 
tionable methods. The masterly summing up of 
God’s ways, by the Spirit, setting forth his perfect 
leadership over lesser dignities-bespeak a single 
chosen path of administration for his beloved 
church. It is inconceivable that our ‘allwise God, 
who knows all things best, as well as our human 
limitations, would chart the course of a sparrow 
and leave his most precious begetting in a puerile 


state of ignorance to work out her own system of 
church control. 


The very fact that a committee of men, and 
apparently without consulting Scripture, formu- 
ted a twofold, divisive plan, is sufficient grounds 
or its rejection. The proposal embodies a variety 
of methods, with at least one of them wrong, but, 
chyereeless, offered for choice to two or more 
churches of the same denomination in the same 
city, the adoption of which would only bemean the 
Unity of God and incur the deserved scorn of 
our denominational brethren for our wilful and 


confessed inconsistency. No, a plan that is option- 
al, divisive and at best only problematical in its 
effective administrative function is not of God and 
should be lively counselled against. But there are 
more reasons why the writer believes the porposal 
to be unscriptural. For another thing it: 


Il. Embodies The Spirit Of 
Government By Bishops 

The exercise of power by one Christian over 
another, wherever mentioned by God, is denounced 
as repugnant to him. “Nicolaitanism” meaning 
“ruler of the laity’? was condemned in the church 
of Pergamos as a most hateful practice. (Rev. 
2:16, note). Jesus speaking against bishop-rule 
used civil authority as an example against it, say- 
ing, “Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles 
exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be 
so among you: but whosoever will be great among 
you, let him be your minister.”” (Matt. 20:25, 26). 
Thus, Peter knowing well the limitations of an 
elder’s (bishop’s) office counselled elders, as an 
elder, against “being lords over God’s heritage.” 
(I. Pet. 5:3). The rulership of laity by bishops is 
hateful to our Lord because it: 


(a) Divides Christians into Classes. 


Christians, by virtue of their common origin, 
are a brotherhood of spiritual equals. But nico- 
laitanism, that is, bishop-rule separates them into 
a group of ecclesiastical princes, popes, prelates, 
priests, cardinals and bishops and a class of in- 
ferior, self-depreciated subordinates who regard 
— former as sovereigns, nobles, mediators and 
ords. 


It is true, Paul said, “Let the elders that rule 
well be counted worthy of double honor.” (I. 
Tim. 5:17). But we are not to assume from this 
Scripture the idea of judicial rulership. The words 
“rule well” meaning “preside well” embody the 
thought of an undershepherd who cares for the 
need of his spiritual dependents by feeding them 
properly and is, therefore, worthy of double honor 
as expressed in gifts. We cannot make this Scrip- 
ture justify overlords, who, instead of providing 
the church with spiritual food, literally make it 
their own dominion—rulers and the ruled. 


Of course no one would question the good intent 
of our committeemen, and to infer ambition on 
their part would be most uncharitable. But re- 
gardless of one’s honest motives, man’s mind, un- 
guided by Truth, is too weak to lean upon when 
formulating laws effecting the church of Jesus 
Christ. Thus, the spirit of government by bishops 
crept into their proposal. The committee appar- 
ently endeavored to protect the church’s right by 
making it elective. But elective or not, Christians, 
like Israel of old who wanted a king and got 
one, could in freedom of action vote away their 
God-given liberty. 


Once adopted, the plan, if it works, binds the 
church to accept a pastor appointed by outside au- 
thority. It reads: ““Any congregation by majority 
vote, may agree to accept pastors appointed by 
the Commission, etc.” In one sense, the proposal 
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grants equal legal status to both congregation and stance of one elder or bishop in a local church 
committee. One can nullify the action of the other much less a single elder or bishop seated in some 
—a double negative. But in its final analysis, the centralized city ruling over a group of distant 
church must either rubber-stamp the appointment churches and their pastors. The expression jig al. 
or be without a pastor—a single positive. To this ways in the plural—“Ordain elders in every city.” 
extent the plan embodies the spirit of rulership Hence, I believe the plan should be rejected. Let 
over laity, a spirit that could ultimately divide us notice what it proposes. It says “All term 
Presbyterians into classes such as found in other pastorates shall terminate on June 15th. 
denominations. Let us remember that human , 
nature is ambitious and frail. But again, bishop- If one could fully judge, as God does perfectly, 
rule is offensive to God because it: when a pastor’s work is finished, I could not 
believe this set rule to be more at best than 
(b) Denies the Spirit His Accustomed Place of a maladjusted scheme of man’s ingenuity. It not 
Activity. only declares the needs of those churches adopting 
it, and only those, to be identical, which would ip. 
Pentecost was the advent of a divine person deed be a strange thing, but it determines many 
who came to complete the church of Christ. years in advance the exact day when a pastor's 
Agreeable to this end, he chose and endowed men tenure of office should cease, thus removing him 
to preach the Gospel of salvation by grace. But from the realm of God’s providential agency and 
bishop-rule removes from his jurisdiction: Pemgee In ccemy if bog — is adopted 
there will no more be, for those labori 
(1) The Choice of Their Fields of Service. it, a Fee 4 » here,” or a “Here am I ale = 
— . me. ould this not be a little unfortunate? But 
- a “Go ye into all th v7 — boo nes Pagel —_ is one more strong reason why bishop-rule 
Gospel,” were chartered i the a mt is hateful to God. It denies: 
not even the minutest details of their prolonge 8) Th irit’s P 
travels were entrusted to the wisdom of man. a ae ee Se ee ee 
But as apostles, guided of God alone, they went 
forth to their appointed destinations. Conspicuous When the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
among them was Paul. To him was committed there had gathered at Jerusalem Jews, who, by 
God’s system of church government. But despite reason of the dispersion, spoke in different 
his preeminence, not once did he appoint an tongues. To match their need, the disciples who 
apostle his field of service. Neither did he choose conversed in the language of Judea, were enabled 
his own. (Acts 16:7, 8). Paul directed Timothy by divine power to preach suddenly, and in- 
and Titus as apostolic legates, but never as elders telligibly to them in their own speech. In a less 
or pastors. spectacular, but no less positive sense the blessed 


Spirit of God has, in eve ucceeding age, cared 
Beloved Presbyter, Scripture furnishes indis- ri the needs of Pang Chureh “of Jesus “Christ, Con- 
ig ne Fcc Pee yr gpm a ae oe — y she = gg ry = not only 
; endowed men with gi itting to her various 
seman digs Scene a tn a A asm, pe greene gl ———. them Ay Lo 
. needed. 
bishop-rule has reversed the order. Is it any prety auatins seed Gumeniae Sad. aula need 
tao that = yer , as nagging rather pastors or teachers. (Eph. 4:8,13). But in 
uman usurpation of this function denies the either case, and though chosen by lot, nothing 
Spirit his usual practice in fixing: is left to human judgment. It would am, o- 
. —_ a Tro fore, that if the proposal is adopted the Spiri 
— bad Duration of a Minister’s Service in ¢ would of necessity be denied his place of super- 
. vision in the church. And this is fraught with too 
The disciples began their ministry according much danger for any group of God’s children. For 
to a time set by Jesus—Pentecost. From then on, one thing, it could ultimately open pulpits to 
the ning and ending of their labors in desig- false teaching. 
nated places, whether in a city street, prison or ‘ 2 : ‘ ss 
temple, was governed by the Spirit, and always The writer, in his brief ministry has, + 
to some definite end, phases of which were only than mad = aoe aoa ‘we ome = 
known to him. In no single instance was the time os oe _" 7h aon pee 1 ie ciated learned 
of their movements pre-fixed by a deliberative as- pe “th ager —y di aomaieiianan A ‘that the ministers 
sembly of men. Viewed in this light, and in ab- ° t the on mgt antitt . their assign- 
sence of a specific example to the contrary, where — Be on soe an helix URES eh Wor d of God. 
did the system of human rulership governing the The ante eet werts pages 1. ~ 1, interspersed 
duration of a minister’s appointment originate? a ee ne 2 ee ae “beautiful.” 
Certainly not in the New Testament. The word = nature ge - By of the the Praae 
“bishop” instead of meaning a superior order of re ie , Pg png app oe rematurely 
ministers, is only a synonymous expression of the ee ee Se er h time 
word “elder” which means “overseer,” that is, a sure. That depends upon other factors wae 
minister or elder who takes the spiritual oversight pent gg ett ogy =e = = 
= a re igs tt onl ned Bea 3 oa ten her divinely instituted relationship with pe? opt 
as bishops as one would of a city councilman or ne Sr See ane, Eaten See pong ca =: 
alderman. Said he: “‘Ordain elders in every city, flexible or egy of ministers our dec 
if any be blameless. For a bishop must be blame- be sure and fast. 


less.” (Titus 1:5,7). Furthermore, there is no in- Dear Reader, let us proceed cautiously in this 
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matter. There is an unseen spiritual need in every 
jocal church that man can neither know nor 
match. Thus the spirit of bishop-rule is truly hate- 
ful to our Lord. But again, you say the Spirit can 
guide the committee. Is that his manner of dealing 
with Christ’s church and her pastors? Does he 
silently govern either through human mediums? 
Then we indeed have a true Roman priesthood 
and God’s personal message is reduced to relayed 
hearsay. But this, praise the Lord, is not his 
method of directing us. He wants the local church 
and her pastor to draw nigh unto him in personal 
contact, and any system including a mere frag- 
ment of that spirit of government which denies 
this holy relationship of the Spirit with either 
cannot be countenanced of God. 


The seeming disadvantages of our present sys- 
tem are not to be corrected by man-made schemes. 


What Scripture has revealed we ought to follow. 
There was disorder about ministers in the church 
of Corinth, but no such condition ever moved New 
Testament elders to recommend that churches 
forego their freedom of choice in calling a pastor. 
Neither should we. Instead, self-surrender and 
prayer by church and minister will converge into 
a relationship perfectly matched. One has only 
to review the experience of Cornelius in his home 
and Peter on the house top. (Acts 10:1,22). At 
any rate, never let it be said that our beloved 
church willingly and without Scriptural research 
adopted a system which, in view of its two-fold 
nature and divisiveness, is confessedly at variance 
with God’s Word. Surely he could not hold us guilt- 
less for such indifference to Truth. 


*Kershaw, S. C. 





Sabbath School Lessons For March 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR MARCH 4 
Jesus Teaches Forgiveness 


Scripture: Matthew 18, 20; 22; 1-33. De- 
votional Reading: Ps. 32:1-7. Print Matthew 18: 
21-35. 


“I believe in the forgiveness of 
sins.” So we say when we repeat the Apostles 
Creed. It is a great thing to believe that God, for 
Christ’s sake, has forgiven our sins. 


But do we also believe in “forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Christ sake hath forgiven 
you”? This is the central truth we are to study 
porn a truth we need to practice every day of 
our lives. 


We are considering in these chapters some of 
the “parables and teachings of Jesus to see what 
He taught concerning essential attitudes for mem- 
bers of the kingdom.” In other words we are 
studying our relationship to our fellowmen, and 
especially, fellow-Christians. 


We will spend a little while with this broader 


view before taking up the main subject of our 
lesson. 


Some Kindred “Attitudes” 


In 18:1-14 is the very timely lesson on our re- 
lation to children, “little ones” of the kingdom. 
We should be like them in our humility and de- 
pendence upon God, and be very careful about 
offending” them—causing them to stumble. This 
8 @ very heinous sin. “Little ones” may well in- 
clude “babes in Christ,” the newly converted. 


In 18:15-18 we have a subject closely related 
) forgiveness. It is Jesus’ own recipe for dealing 
with and trying to win a brother who has wronged 
us. Well would it be for us and for the church if 


— His plain! Read and study it for 


The parable in Chapter 20:1-16 teaches us not 


to complain and grumble because those who come 
into the kingdom “late in the day” are treated as 
well, and paid as much as we are paid. Do not 
assume the “elder brother” attitude towards such 
people. It is well to keep this story in mind when 
we see those who have wasted most of their lives 
and yet are greatly blessed when they do come to 
Christ. 


Verses 20-28 of this chapter show us what 
true greatness means in the kingdom; that it 
consists in humble, sacrificing service. The sin 
of selfish ambition did not cease with the early 
disciples. It has blighted and cursed the church in 
all its history. May we beware of it today! 


Chapter 22:1-35 deals with the attitude of peo- 
ple towards the kingdom itself. Some “make light 
of it’; some oppose and persecute; some make in- 
sufficient preparation; some would question and 
criticize. 


Before we leave this broader outlook may we 
ask ourselves some questions? 


Is our attitude always one of sympathy and 
helpfulness and love? Are we making light of the 
Gospel, or neglecting its invitation? 


Now, let us take up the matter of 
Forgiving Each Other 


It is a blessed, “happy”, experience to know 
and feel that our “transgressions are forgiven, 
and our sins covered.” But while rejoicing in this, 
let us remember that “forgiveness of sins” is a 
costly thing for God. 


This is plainly taught from the beginning of 
the Old Testament, and emphasized in the Taber- 
nacle and Temple ritual of “atonement”. Much is 
made of “sin offerings,” “trespass offerings,’ the 
bloody sacrifices, the great “Day of Atonement.” 
God was trying by types, symbols, -and pictures, 
to show the awful nature of sin and need for a 
“covering.” This teaching is seen in the 53 chapter 
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of Isaiah and many other places. The Old Testa- 
ment prepares us for Calvary and the Cross, and 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. It is through our bleeding, dying Savior 
that “forgiveness of sins” is preached. It is “at 
the cross” that God can forgive us, and it is also 
here that we are taught to forgive each other. 


We have spent time on this part of our subject 
because it is of the utmost importance for us to 
have this “background” as we study the parable. 
There is much loose and shallow thinking about 
forgiveness these days. It is easy to say, “God 
will forgive’, and not think of the price it cost 
Him. (Study Paul’s great teaching along this 
line). God is “just” as well as loving. 


Peter’s question in Verse 21 opens up the sub- 
ject: “How oft shall my brother sin against me and 
I forgive him? till seven times?” We, too, get 
tired of forgiving those who keep on sinning 
against us. Suppose God should get tired of for- 
giving us? The answer of Jesus suggests that there 
be no limit to our forgiving. Such seems the mean- 
ing of “seventy times seven.” 


Then follows the parable in 23-35 very force- 
fully illustrating and applying this point. 


God does “take account” of His servants. He 
knows how much we owe Him. The man in the 
story owed his master around ten or fifteen 
million dollars. This was no unusual thing in 
Eastern countries where “prime ministers,’ like 
Haman, waxed very wealthy and would often be 
deeply in debt. 


Let us stop and ask ourselves how much we owe 
God. He has given us all we possess. We have paid 
little in return. We owe him worship, reverence, 
love, perfect obedience. We have not only failed 
to “pay what we owe,” but we have broken His 
commands and violated His law. All we have can- 
not pay our debt. 


The man in the parable besought his lord to 
give him time, and “I will pay thee all.’”? We cannot 
make this proposition to God. The king freely 
forgave. God freely forgives us, but, do not forget 
what we said above—the cost, to Him. If God 
would give us eternity, we could not pay our debt, 
but He has for Christ’s sake forgiven freely. 


Now this “same servant,” (Verse 28) found a 
man who owed him about fifty dollars. His fellow 
servant made a plea similar to his, but this hard- 
hearted man cast him in prison. 


Surely, there is no trouble in “seeing the point.” 
May the Holy Spirit press it, like a sword point, 
into our minds and hearts! 


In Verse 31 the “fellow-servants” tell their 
master. God does not need to be toid. He knows. 
We can see the justice of the king in his treat- 
ment of the unforgiving servant. 


Thank God, we can repent of unforgiveness 
like we repent of other sins, and God, for Christ’s 
sake will forgive the sin of “unforgiveness.’’ But, 
if we have an unforgiving, hard heart, let us 
“examine ourselves” whether we are really the 
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children of God, have been “born again.” 4, 
Spirit in our hearts will make us “tender-hearteq 
forgiving one another.” ? 


May we pray for such a heart. If we feel even 
a touch of unforgiveness, let us pray for ourselves 
and for our brother, and God by His grace wil] 
enable us to forgive “every one his brother their 
trespasses.”’ 


Have we been searching our hearts as we have 
pondered this parable? 


LESSON FOR MARCH 11 
The Cost Of Discipleship 


Scripture: Matthew 19. Print Matthew 19:19-26, 
29. 


The first part of Chapter 19 deals with the two 
subjects of (1) Divorce (2) Little Children. 


Verses 3 to 9 condemn us as a nation. The 
rate of divorce is growing so rapidly in our coun- 
try that if there is no change we will soon have 
about 50% of our people divorced. Such a con- 
dition spells disaster for the home life of America. 
God will not overlook such terrible sin. 


The picture presented in Verses 13-15 is one 
of the most beautiful in the Bible. Would that in 
all our homes we had the love that Jesus had for 
little children and that we encouraged them to 
come to the Savior! 


Now we come to the Rich Young Ruler and 


The Cost Of Discipleship 


Many people were attracted to Christ by His 
teaching, miracles, and life, who either did not 
“count the cost” of discipleship, or were not 
willing to “pay the price’ of complete surrender 
to Him as Lord and Master. Some were afraid of 
the Jewish leaders and their threat to turn all such 
out of the synagogue. Others who faltered are 
mentioned in Matt. 8:18-22. 


The one who came to Jesus in Verse 16 is not 
afraid. He comes openly, not as Nicodemus, by 
night, secretly. Mark tells us that he came when 
Christ was gone forth into the way, that he came 
“running” and “kneeled”. We learn from Luke 
that he was a “ruler”. He had much to commend 
him: rich, reverent, eager, young, educated, clean. 
No wonder Jesus “loved him’”’. 


His first fatal mistake was in not seeing in 
Jesus more than a “Good” man. Let me quote from 
Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, “When Christ said, ‘Why 
callest thou me good? None is good, save One, 
even God’, He meant one of two things. He either 
meant I am not good, or I am God. I do not think 
that you can escape the alternative. I do not 
believe that here Jesus denied that He was good. 
I therefore believe that He claimed Deity. Look- 
ing into the face of this man He knew that what 
he wanted was a Master. Man has only one master, 
God.” Now just a few words from Abr 
Kuyper; “In times of religious decline multitudes 
abandon the faith and take pleasure in heapint 
other honorary titles upon Jesus than those that 
are His own. They call Him the ideal man, the 
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model of true piety, the hero of faith, the martyr 
for a sacred cause. These are altogether words, 
and only words by which to soothe the conscience 
and to evade the issue at stake, which is, that 
with Thomas they should kneel adoringly at His 
feet with the cry; ‘My Lord and My God’”. Until 
we are ready to call Him, “God”, let us not insult 
Him by calling Him “Good”. 


In answer to his question, “what good thing 
shall I do,” Jesus replied, “Keep the command- 
ments.” To those who are self-righteous and self- 
satisfied, the law, rightly understood, will bring 
condemnation. We wonder if the young man really 
took in the meaning of, “Thou shall love thy 
neighbor as thyself”? Surely, if he had, he could 
not have said so quickly, “All these things have I 
kept from my youth up: what lack I yet”? (Vs. 
19, 20). 


“If thou wilt be perfect, go—sell—give—come 
and follow me.” We believe Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
explains this in a fine way: “What our Lord said 
to this young man is not what He says to all men.” 
(Except the “come and follow Me’). “It is not 
even what He says to all rich men. The idol of 
this man’s heart was his wealth. Now, there is 
nothing wrong in money. In fact, people with a 
great deal of money have often been used to be- 
stow wonderful blessings upon multitudes of peo- 
ple.” But, “God is more important than gold; sal- 
vation is infinitely more imporant than wealth. 
When a man puts his gold first, then God is sec- 
ond, or third, or fourth. When we consider any- 
thing more important than eternal life, we will 
never have eternal life. Note carefully, however, 
that our Lord did not only tell this young man to 
sell all he had and give to the poor: He told him 
to come and follow the Lord. Doing things alone 
will not obtain this precious gift; it is receiving 
Christ, coming to Christ, following Christ. A man 
can sell everything he has and become a pauper, 
and still not have eternal life, unless he has the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 


The “vow of voluntary poverty” which Roman- 
ists make so much of, is not taught here, but 
something far deeper—the surrender of ALL to 
Christ, to be used as He directs. With God on 
the throne and our love to Him supreme; if 
we love Him with all our heart and soul and 
mind, then there will be no difficulty about our 
wealth. Our money will be used in His service and 
for His glory. 


The young man “went away sorrowful.” 


In Verses 23-26 Jesus teaches a very important 
lesson about the danger of riches. “Verily I say 
unto you, that a rich man shall hardly enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” Mark adds the very sig- 
nificant phrase, “trust in riches.” An outstanding 
Christian worker gives this illustration: He was 

Ving a private interview with a man of great 
Wealth, who has the reputation of being a Chris- 
tian, and asked him if he had ever received Christ 
as his personal Saviour. He not only said No, he 
ad not, but asked this question, “Do you mean 
to tell me that all I have done, and all the millions 
of dollars I have given away have nothing to do 
with my obtaining salvation from Christ?” He told 
him that his work had nothing to do with obtaining 
salvation, it was by grace. As far as he knows, 





this wealthy man has not even yet received Christ 
as his Saviour. It is indeed hard for a rich man, be- 
cause of pride, and trust in his money, but, thank 
God, it is not impossible with God, and God has 
saved and is saving rich men. There were no better 
men in the Bible than Abraham, Job, Joseph, 
David, Daniel, Nehemiah, and many others, all rich 
men. 


If we get our money honestly, by hard work, 
frugal habits, or business ability or talents; if we 
put it in its proper place, not making an idol out 
of it; if we use it for the glory of God, then our 
money can be a rich blessing to us and to the 
world. Those who have wealth should be very 
humble, very grateful to God, and very careful 
in their use of it. Those of us who do not have 
wealth should be very careful not to covet the 
wealth of others, or to grumble and complain. We 
cannot serve both God and gold. Gold is a fine 
servant, but a terrible master. 


The chapter closes with the question of Peter, 
“What shall we have therefore’? and the answer 
of Jesus. After all, material wealth is a minor 
matter. If we give up all material blessings for 
the sake of Christ we will be wonderfully repaid 
in spiritual blessings which far outweigh anything 
we ever can possess on earth. 


Have we surrendered all to God? Remember 
that one dollar may be a god, as well as a million 
dollars. 


The prayer of Agur (Pro. 30:8, 9) might be a 
wise prayer for most of us: “Give me neither 
poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient 
for me: lest I be full and deny thee, and say, 
Who is the Lord? or lest I be poor, and steal, 
and take the name of my God in vain.” 


LESSON FOR MARCH 18 
The Law Of Life 


Scripture: Matthew 22:34-46; 23-25. Printed 
text: For Juniors and Intermediate-senior: Matt. 
22:34-40, 23:11, 12. For Young People-Adult: 
Matthew 25:31-46. 


We wish to spend most of our time on the 
printed text as given above, just touching on the 
other Scripture and showing its general relation 
to our main topic—The Law of Life. 


The law of Love is the law of Life, and also 
the basis for judgment—love to God (and to 
Christ) and love to men. 


These last days of Jesus on earth were full of 
questions, most of them for the purpose of trap- 
ping Him, if they could. The lawyer in his ques- 
tion in Verse 35 seems more in earnest than some 
of the others, yet he was “tempting Him.” “Master, 
which is the great commandment of the law?” 


In reply Jesus gives the summary of the law— 
Love to God and Love to men. We repeat these 
words in Verses 37-38, but do we realize in any 
degree what they mean? Have we ever tried to 
test our own hearts with this “first and great 
commandment?” Let us try with the help of the 
Spirit to do it. 


May we quote these fine words from Dr. Abra- 
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ham Kuyper: “He who has committed a crime 
knows it, and finds no difficulty on his knees con- 
fessing it before God. - - - But when the first 
and great commandment is violated, almost no 
one is conscious of it. Thousands upon thousands 
every day deny God all love, rob Him of all their 
strength, and thus in the matter of religion they 
are hardened criminals, who do not even know 
that they sin. Even with the saved, who have con- 
fessed to love God, the case is nearly the same.” 
As we read these words do not our own hearts 
condemn us? We know that he speaks the truth. 


We can easily see that if we love God with all 
our heart and soul and mind, we will keep the 
first table of the law. If we thus love Him, we will 
worship Him alone, and not try to make any 
graven image of Him. Those who love God will 
reverence His holy Name, and keep His Day holy. 


Have we also tested our lives by Verse 39, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself?” Take 
the verse and go through the second table of the 
law. Love will solve the problem of the home; it 
will keep us from murder, even with Christ’s own 
searching interpretation; from adultery; from 
stealing, bearing false witness; even from covet- 
ousness. It will go further as we see when we read 
the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians. 


“On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.’’ We have seen how true this is 
in regard to the law. It is just as true when we 
examine the prophets. They reveal God’s love for 
men, and they implore men to come to God and 
love Him in return. We might say that the same 
thing is true of the Gospel; its heart is seen in 
John 3:16. 


May we comment briefly on the intervening pas- 
sages, before we come to our next main passage. 


In Verse 41-46 Jesus asks the Pharisees a ques- 
tion: ‘““‘What think ye of Christ?” If we compare 
this verse with John 8:42 we see that those who 
yw that God is their Father, ought to love 
the Son. 


The whole of chapter 23 is a scathing de- 
nunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees as “hypo- 
crites’”’. Eight times He pronounces a “woe” upon 
them. What was, at bottom, their great sin? Lack 
of Love—Love to God, whom they professed to 
follow, and love to men, especially men whom they 
looked down upon. It showed itself in their treat- 
ment of others, and finally in their actual hatred 
of Christ. 


Chapter 24 is concerned with the destruction 
of Jerusalem the Second Coming, and the end of 
the world. Let it suffice to call your attention to 
Verse 12, “And because iniquity shall abound, 
the love of many shall wax cold,’ and the addi- 
tional thought, that love will enable us to “watch” 
and be ready for His appearing. May we keep 
warm and tender hearts in these “last days’’! 


In chapter 25 we have the parables of the wise 
and foolish virgins, the talents, and the familiar 
judgment scene. 


If anything will enable us to keep our lamps full 
of oil and burning, it will be our love for the 
absent “bridegroom.” If we “love His appearing,” 
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we will watch and be ready. We cannot help but 
feel that the thought of His glorious Coming 
should be much with us in these dark and sad days, 
We feel like John; “Even so, come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly”! 


If we love our absent King we will be } 
working for Him, making the most of the talents 
He has intrusted to us, so that we may not be 
ashamed when He comes. 


Now we come to the passage that is the basis for 
the Young People-Adult Topic—Jesus Teaching 
About Judgment. 


To our mind the two commandments are very 
closely connected in this scene, both Love of God, 
(Christ) and Love to our fellow men. 


Back of our loving service to those who need 
our help—the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, 
the naked, the sick, and imprisoned— is the Love 
for and the love of Christ constraining us. Who 
is our Example in all this loving ministry? Is it not 
the Savior Himself? Did He not find us in the con- 
dition described in. these verses and minister to 
us? Study His answer to John the Baptist, His 
sermon at Nazareth, His whole life and ministry as 
“He went about doing good,” and we can see 
where our inspiration must originate. It is only 
as we have His Spirit and “spirit’’ that we can do 
this sort of work. 


If we love Him, if we remember that all we 
do to others is done to Him, it will not only make 
us zealous and untiring, but it will enable us 
to see the real glory in such service. 


Here is certainly one way of knowing whether 
we have been born again and really belong to the 
Lord. We can apply this test while we are alive 
and know the reality of our religion. If it is real, 
it will make us like our Master, and here is a fine 
way of having the “assurance” of salvation. “We 
know that we have passed from death to life be- 
cause we love the brethren.” “If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” 


a we make the law of Love the law of our 
ife. 


Do we find such love as we examine our hearts? 
May we close with these familiar lines: 


“More love to Thee, O Christ, 
More love to Thee! 

Hear Thou the pray’r I make 
On bended knee. 


LESSON FOR MARCH 25 
The Last Week 


Scripture: Matthew 21; 26; 27:1-56. 


This last week, beginning with the Triumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem and ending with His tr 
umphal death on the cross and His still more 
triumphal resurrection, is a week crowded with 
most important incidents, questions, and teaching. 
To try to treat in detail all this mass of important 
events and precious teaching would take up far 
more space than we have. We would like to give 
a short outline of the principal events before we 
study our main topic—The Triumphal Entry. 
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One of the best outlines we have seen is that in 
the Centenary Translation of the New Testament 
by Helen Barrett Montgomery. We want to take 
the liberty of using this outline as given in this 
book. 


Sunday, A Day of Triumph—Chapter 21:1-17— 
On this day we have the Triumphal Entry into 
Jerusalem, the cleansing of the temple, the protest 
of the chief priests and scribes and the answer 
of Jesus. 


Monday, A Day of Authority—including the 
cursing of the barren fig tree, the questioning of 
His authority to do these things, His answer, and 
sme parables and teachings in connection with 
this, Chapter 21:18 --22:14. 


Tuesday, A Day of Controversy—This day was 
full of captious questions, all His enemies com- 
bining their forces in the endeavor to trap Him into 
saying something which would give them a chance 
to have Him arrested. There was the question 
about the tribute money; the question of the 
Sadducees about the Resurrection; the question 
of the lawyer about the Great Commandment. 
Chapter 24 closes with Jesus’ own question about 
David’s Son. This ended the questioning. Chapter 
23 contains the sevenfold woes upon the Pharisees 
and ends with the tearful lament over Jerusalem. 
This must have been a most trying and exhausting 
day for our Lord. (Chapter 22:15 - 23:39). 


Wednesday, A Day of Retirement, probably 
spent at Bethany. He seems to have spent all His 
nights there. 


Thursday, A Day of Prophecy and Fellowship— 
Chapter 24:1 - 26:75. We have first His Great 
Eschatological Address in which He discusses the 
Destruction of Jerusalem, His Second Coming, and 
the End of the World and the Judgment. This is 
followed by several parables stressing our prepara- 
tion for that Tremendous Event—We are to 
watch, be ready, pray, for we know not when 
He shall come. The night before His Passion is 
crowded with epochal happenings and the most 
precious discourses. (See John’s Gospel for most 
of these). There was the plot to murder Him, the 
anointing at Bethany, the making ready for the 
Passover and the keeping of this feast and the 
institution of the Lord’s Supper, Gethsemane, and 
the agony there, His arrest and night examination. 


Friday, The Day of Crucifixion—Chapter 27— 
This includes the Trial before Pilate, the re- 
morse of Judas, the crucifixion itself and the 
burial of Jesus. 


Saturday He remained in the tomb. 


The First Day of the week—the Lord’s Day— 
Sunday—He rises from the grave. 


a now turn back and take up Chapter 


The Triumphal Entry 


For a long time Jesus had been telling His dis- 
ciples of His approaching death, trying to explain 
€ meaning of it and prepare them for it. They 
Were dull of understanding in this matter. Peter 
‘specially thought He was mistaken and when He 


entered Jerusalem in triumph, he and the others 
no doubt felt elated beyond measure as they saw 
the cheering crowds. But Christ knew from the 
beginning exactly what was in store for Him. For 
this purpose He had come into the world. This was 
the “hour” to. which He looked and the time 
was now at hand. 


He comes to Bethphage, (Vs. 1) and from there 
He sends two of His disciples into the nearby vil- 
lage to get the colt upon which He was to ride 
into the city. Note here the readiness of the 
disciples to obey and the willingness of the owner 
of the colt to let Jesus use it. Are we willing for 
the Lord to use anything we own, and are we 
ready to obey, without question, His orders? 


Prophecy is again fulfilled. (Zech. 9:9). Mat- 
thew is careful to link up these events with Old 
Testament prophecy. He is writing especially for 
the Jews and he wants to show them that here is 
their Messiah. This whole scene is but a faint 
shadow of the Great Coming of our King. This 
time He was meek “and sitting upon an ass.” On 
that Day He will come “in the clouds” accom- 
panied by the angels of heaven. 


So great was the demonstration as the people 
cut down branches of trees and spread their gar- 
ments in the way and shouted “Hosanna to the 
son of David that “the whole city was moved” 
and asked “Who is this’? Notice the answer: 
“This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.” 
There is no recognition of anything more than this. 
That it was the Lord, the Son of God, seems not 
to have occurred to them. They were still in un- 
belief as to the real nature of Jesus. They were 
not ready for the Great Confession of Peter. And 
the Jews as a whole are still in this condition. 


It is useless to speculate on what would have 
been the result if they had accepted Him. This 
same fickle crowd, many of them, were ready 
to ery “Crucify Him” only a few days later. 


The Cleansing Of The Temple 


In Verse 12 we have the second cleansing of 
the Temple. John tells us of the first cleansing 
in the early part of His ministry. How terrible 
is the contrast in Verse 13 between a “house of 
prayer” and “a den of thieves’! We should be 
very careful today not to desecrate God’s House. 
We cannot be too reverent and sincere when we 
approach Him. 


A beautiful note is struck in Verse 14—“And 
the blind and the lame came to Him in the 
Temple” and also, in Verse 15, “the children cry- 
ing in the temple, Hosanna.” The blind and the 
lame healed and the children praising Him, while 
the chief priests and scribes were “displeased.” 
What a picture of our world today! The wise and 
prudent, the self-righteous and __ self-satisfied, 
scorning Him while the blind and lame (sinners) 
and the children come to Him! 


Just a question or two in. closing: 


Have we opened the gates—our hearts—and 
let the King of Glory come in? (See our devotion- 
al reading, the beautiful 24th. Psalm). 


If our body is the “Temple of the Holy Spirit” 
should we not keep it clean? 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Feb. 1945 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For March 


THE CHURCH 
I Am The Church! 


The great Creator drew the plans for me 
within His heart of love; 

The Great Architect gave His dearest Posses- 
sion that I might be erected; 

My one and only foundation is His Son— 
whose body was nailed to a tree; 

My chief cornerstone—the Stone which the 
builders rejected; 

My walls—placed without hammer’s sound— 
are built by the martyrs of the centuries; 
My steeple points ever toward that Great 

Architect-Builder throughout eternity; 
From my belfry rings out the call to worship 
to countless multitudes of all the ages; 
My door swings open to all of every race and 
every age—bidding them welcome; 
In my sanctuary there is: 
Place for tired minds, 
Rest for weary bodies, 
Compassion for suffering humanity, 
Forgiveness for repentant sinners, 
Communion for saints, 
Christ—for all who seek Him! 


I Am The Church! 


All the love of God, the great Architect, 

All the sacrifice of Christ, the Great Builder, 

All the dreams of dauntless prophets, 

All the faith of hopeful pioneers, 

All the hope of countless millions, 

All the joy of conquering Christians are en- 
closed within my walls! 


I Am The Church! 


Without me, civilization must crumble! 
With me is eternity! —Beulah Hughes. 


Introduction For The Month 


So many important tasks need to be done today 
and there are so many interesting things for us 
to do that it takes real sacrifice of time, energy 
and money to be loyal to the program of the 
Church. Is the Church worth the cost to us? Is 
the Church something in itself that gives it the 
right to demand of us the time and energy neces- 
sary to support it? 


In our Southland today only 10 percent of the 
population attend the morning service of the 
Church, about 2 percent attend the evening ser- 
vice, a very small percent attend the Wednesday 
evening prayer service, and 25 percent of our 
people have never heard a Protestant sermon in 
their lives. These figures indicate that the ma- 
jority of our people feel that so far as the Church 
is concerned they can take it or leave it, just as 
they please. Others feel that the Church is like 
grand opera, a good thing for them that like it. 


Others feel that the Church is good and impor. 
tant, but not so good and important as a morning 
in bed with the Sunday papers. 


If the Church is worth anything and if the 
Church has a right to demand our loyalty then 
these trends in our midst mean that those who 
neglect the Church must suffer and our life to. 
gether must suffer. The great increase of crime, 
immorality, maladjustment and unrest are good 
indications that we are already suffering because 
of this neglect, but our job is not to criticise those 
who neglect but to so thoroughly understand the 
Church and its mission and to so give ourselves 
to its work that we shall win those who neglect 
to a whole-hearted co-operation in the fellowship 
of the Church. 


With these facts in mind we give the month of 
March to the theme, “The Churci.” Let’s take a 
good look at the Church and at ourselves as 
church members by means of these topics: 


. What Makes a Church a Church? 

. The First Church Ever Called Christian. 

- The Identifying Marks of a Good Church 
Member. 

. What Our Fighting Men Think of the Church. 


First Sunday: What Makes A 
Church A Church? 


Introduction 


We stand in our churches and sing “The Church’ 
one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord,” and 
later on we may sing “There’s a church in the 
valley by the wildwood, no lovelier spot in the 
dale.” When we sing the first we are thinking 
about the real, true, universal Church, that 
Church that is made up of all men in the world 
who have been born again by faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And when we sing of the church in 
the valley we are thinking of that local Church 
where we found the Lord and where we worship, 
it may be in a valley, on a side street somewhere, 
or a large city Church. 


When we sing of the first we are thinking of 
the Church, and when we sing of the second we 
are thinking of the churches here, there and 
yonder in your town and mine. But the local 
Church in your town and mine, the local Church 
to which you belong, is a real, true Church only 
as it bears the marks of the true, real Church. 
What are some of the marks that our churches 
must bear if they are to be truly part of the 
Church? 


Scripture Lesson 
1. The True Church. 


a. The Head of the Church - Christ Himself. 
Ephesians 1:15-23. 


b. The Members of the Church - Those add- 
ed by the Lord Himself when they be 
lieve and confess. Acts 2:47 and 
mans 10:9-10. 
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e. The Nature of the Church - The habita- 
tion of the Spirit of God who indwells 
each believer. Ephesians 2:21-22. 


2, The Churches which are part 
of the True Church, 


a. Those who continue in the doctrine and 
service handed down from the Apostles. 
Acts 2:42. 


b. Those established and strengthened by 
the words of the apostles as handed 
down in the Word of God. Acts 16:4-5. 


ce. Those who continue in the Holy Scrip- 
tures as given to us, the Word of the 
living God. I. Timothy 3:13-17. 


Materials For Program 


Four things identify a local Church as a part of 
the real, true Church. 


a. Its attitude toward Jesus Christ. In Matthew 
16 our Lord said that His Church would be built 
on His own person as Son of the living God and 
that its members would be those who believed and 
confessed Christ as Son of God with a faith born 
of God Himself. (Matthew 16:13-18). Any group 
that gives Christ less place than this is not part 
of the true Church as defined in the Scriptures. 


b. Its attitude toward holiness ... The Church 
is exhorted by the Word of God to “follow after 
holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14). In the midst of a world 
of greed, lust and war the Church must follow, as 
individuals and as an organization, that holiness 
set down in the law of God and exhibited in the 
life of Jesus Christ. This seeking after right- 
eousness must be personal righteousness and so- 
cial righteousness, but we must take care that we 
neither put the cart before the horse and seek 
social righteousness before we have been born 
again for personal righteousness, and we must not 
deny the real root of righteousness by seeking so- 
cial righteousness while we deny righteousness 
that alone comes by regeneration. 


c. Its attitude toward the apostles. We Bible- 
centered Protestants do not speak of apostolic 
succession as does the Roman Church and the 
Anglican Church, but if we are to be part of the 
true Church we must enter into that same spirit 
and fellowship that they had. We can only do this 
through the Bible which is the Word of God. Thus 
the local Church must let the Bible be the object 
of all its study, the source of all its strength, and 
the guide for all its program. 


d. Its attitude toward other churches. The local 
Church that is part of the true Church must not 
claim to be the one and only Church, the sole 
guardian of the truth. The real attitude is to rec- 
ognize that all who receive Jesus Christ as Sa- 
Viour and follow Him as Lord. We must not only 
Tecognize them, we must feel our oneness with 

em and work with them in common effort. 


Suggested Program 
Call to Worship. Psalm 122:1. 
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Opening Prayer: 
Pray for a real uuderstanding of the nature 


and mission of the Church, and for guidance to 
our place in it. 


Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 


Introduction. (Use Introduction for Month 
above) by Leader. , 
Scripture Lesson. (Let two give the lesson—each 


taking one section of the above lesson and 
comment). 


Talks: A Church is known by its attitudes. What 
attitude should our Church have to manifest 
itself to be a real Church? 


No. 1: Toward Jesus Christ. (See above). 
No. 2: Toward Holiness. (See above). 

No. 3: Toward the Apostles. (See above). 
No. 4: Toward other churches. (See above). 


Poem: “I Am the Church.” (Used at opening 
above). 


Hymn: “Blest Be The Tie That Binds.” 
Benediction. 


Second Sunday: The First Church 
Ever Called Christian. 


Introduction 


We say that we belong to the Christian Church. 
Did you ever stop to remember that the word 
“Christian” is not a word given to us by God’s 
Word, but it is a name given to describe the 
Church by non-Christian people who saw a Church 
in action? 


Our Lord Jesus told His disciples to tarry at 
Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit, 
then they were to go to the uttermost parts of 
the earth as His witnesses. They tarried at Jeru- 
salem until the Spirit came, but they kept on 
tarrying after that. So the Lord permitted perse- 
cution to arise and at the height of it Stephen, 
one of the deacons in the Jerusalem Church, was 
stoned. Then persecution broke out in earnest. 
The members of the Church began to do in fear 
what they had not done in faith. They fled from 
persecution, and everywhere they went they 
preached the Gospel. (Acts 8:4). Some of those 
who thus fled came to Antioch in Syria and there 
formed a Church. As the people of Antioch, who 
had never heard of the Church before, watched 
these people and listened to them they called 
them “Christian.” The Church was called Chris- 
tian first at Antioch. (Acts 11:25). 


Outsiders today criticise the Church and say 
that they do not support the Church because it is 
less than Christian. Well, let’s go back and see 
the first Church ever called Christian, it was 
called Christian by outsiders and so perhaps we 
can see what outsiders consider a Church ought 
to be to be Christian. 


Scriptural Approach 


Reading the story of the first Church ever 
called Christian in the Book of Acts we get this 
outline of its life: 
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. It was begun by simple testimony. 
Acts 11:19-20. 


This Church was not organized by preachers 
sent out by another Church, but rather it 
was founded by the simple Gospel testimony 
of those who knew the Lord and came telling 
of os Lord Jesus and the things of the Word 
of God. 


. Its members were exhorted to have a 
dominant purpose. Acts 11:21-23. 


When Barnabas came to be their preacher 
and help them he exhorted them to be stead- 
fast in their purpose to be devoted to the 
Lord and His work. Barnabas knew that the 
Church would not go far if all it got was 
the leftovers of their time and energy. 


. It had an effective evangelism. 
Acts 11:24. 


A healthy Church must be a growing Church. 
People must be so definitely reached that 
they believe on the Lord, confess Him before 
men, and take their place in the Church. 


. It had a program of systematic 
Bible study. Acts 11:25-26. 


Barnabas also knew that it takes more than 
exhortation to make a Christian grow and 
serve. It takes real, systematic Bible study. 
(Rom. 10:17; I. Peter 2:2). So he brought 
Saul up for a Bible conference and it lasted 
a year. Every Church ought to be a con- 
tinual Bible conference. Members who do 
not study their Bibles will be ignorant, 
weak, indifferent Christians. Those who do 
study will be intelligent, faithful, and strong. 


5. It was a liberal Church. 


Acts 11:27-30. 


As soon as they heard their brothers to the 
south were in need they wanted to do some- 
thing about it. The people who know God 
will be sensitive to the needs of others. 
Those who know the love of God will want 
an opportunity to meet those needs in a real, 
practical way. The Church presents us with 
the opportunity to thus meet the needs of 
many others in many places. 


6. It was a Church spiritually united though there 


were many different elements present in_ its 
membership. Acts 13:1. 


In this Church there were Jews and Greeks, 
there was Simeon who was called Niger, 
meaning the black one, and there was Ma- 
naen who had been brought up in the home 
of Herod the tetarch. Among those who had 
truly believed on the Lord Jesus Christ there 
were no divisions of caste, color or culture. 


7. It was a Church that was led by the 


Spirit in its plans. Acts 13:2, 


Christ is the living Head of the Church and 
all who believe are vitally united to Him, 
and as believer-priests are to direct the wor- 
ship and service of the Church by His will. 
This will be made known by the Holy Spirit 


——<—— 


as we study the Word of God. The Church 
that follows this leading of the Spirit js real 
and effective. The mind and will of man ar 
“no-go.” , 


8. It was a Church that was missionary 
in spirit. Acts 13:3-4. 


The Church is in the world to ¢ 
commission of her Saviour, ieok, and ae 
He has commissioned us to go into all the 
word as His witnesses, to preach the Gospel 
and to call out a people to be called by His 
name. (Acts 1:8-9; Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 
15:138-18). 


Suggested Program 


Call to Worship. Psalm 84:1-4. 
Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom Lord.” 
Prayer. 

The Apostles’ Creed in Unison. 
Introduction (above) by the Leader. 


Talks: (Let a person take each of the passages 
above, read it, then make a brief comment. 


Discussion of the Questions: 


1. What does my Church have that the first 
Church ever called Christian had? 

2. What does it lack that that Church had? 

3. Is my life in the Church adding to what my 
Church has in common with that Church 
or adding to what my Church lacks? 


Hymn: “Faith Of Our Fathers Living Still.” 
Benediction. 


Third Sunday: The Identifying Marks 
Of A Good Church Member. 


Introduction 


What would my church be, 
If every member were just like me? 


Often have we heard this little drivel, but it is 
pretty good to think about it in these days when 
so many churches seem to be going down-hill. But 
as soon as we begin to ask the question we ask 
ourselves another question, “What kind of a men- 
ber should I be?” 


In the long-ago days of the Old Testament a 
man who was a good member of the Old Testa- 
ment Jewish Church that met in the Temple at 
Jerusalem had gone out into the country on 4 
vacation or to live. The time came round for him 
to go up to one of the religious services and he 
could not get there, so he wrote a Psalm. This 
psalm is preserved for us and in it this unknown 
author pours out his heart and in his opened heart 
we see what a good church member should be. 
Let’s study this Psalm. It is Psalm 122. 


Analysis Of The Psalm 


1. He has a mind on the house 
of God. Verses 1-2. 


a. With affection. Verse 1. 
b. Unto attendance. Verse 2. 
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How often do we think of God’s house 
and long to be there? 


2. He thought often about the history 
of God’s house. Verses 3-5. 


a. How it was established. Verse 3. 


What do these names mean to you— 
Peter, Paul, The Early Martyrs, Augus- 
tine, Martin Luther, John Calvin, John 
Knox, the Westminster Assembly, John 
Witherspocn, William Carey, Adoniram 
Judson, David Livingstone, Benjamin 
Palmer? Look them up and see. 


b. Who is present in it. Verse 4a. 


Whom do you meet when you go to 
church? Do they stimulate you to love 
and good works? They should. Heb. 
10:25. 


c. What are its members doing. Verses 4b-5. 


Testimony of salvation (Verse 4b), 
giving thanks to God in worship (Verse 
4c), judging things wrong and leading 
in things right (Verse 5). Is your 
Church doing this? Shouldn’t you have 
a part? 


3. He prayed for its welfare. Verses 6-9. 


a. For its own good. Verses 6-7. 
b. For sake of brethren. Verse 8. 
ce. For sake of God. Verse 9. 


Which do you spend the most time do- 
ing—praying for the preacher or criti- 
cising him? Do you talk more to the 
Lord about the folks in your Church or 
Lae to others about the ones you don’t 
ike? 


Choose a couple of good hymns about the Church 
and arrange your program around a study of this 
Psalm. Have the group bow their heads and pray 
in unison Psalm 139:23-24. Then let one or more 
take each section of the Psalm 122 and point out 
its meaning and ask the question concerning our 
relation to the Church. Have an open discussion 
of the question. Then close the program by re- 
minding the group that this man was a good mem- 
er because he had a mind set on the House of 
God, he thought often of its history and meaning, 
and he prayed for its welfare; but he did not stop 
here, he gave a real testimony concerning the 
blessings he had received there by writing the 
‘alm. We are not to be speechless Christians. 
The Church will help us know Christ, then we are 
to go out and make Him known by giving a testi- 
mony of Him whom we have found in the Church. 


Fourth Sunday: What Our Fighting 
Men Think Of The Church. 


Introduction 


We are living in a world of war. That is a trite 
fatement to many because we all are aware every 
our of the day that our country is engaged in a 
tlobal war. But this global war should remind us 

t there is a deeper warfare going on— 
‘warfare of the spirit. It is because of this war- 


fare that we see war and struggle within each hu- 
man heart, within families between individuals, 
in society between class and class and group and 
group, and in the world nations against nations. 
The spiritual warfare must be won before these 
other wars can be won and done away with. 


Our boys have gone to the war fronts to main- 
tain the fighting front for us and they expect us 
to keep the home front for them. But when they 
come back they are also going to ask how we have 
kept the spiritual front. What will they expect of 
us? There is no way to know but to ask them. I 
have written to all the boys from my Church and 
asked them to tell me what they feel is wrong 
with our Church and what they want our Church 
to be when they get back. “The Link,” widely cir- 
culated magazine among our fighting men, has 
done the same thing. You might try the same 
thing with your own service men. But for this 
program I am presenting to you the answers of 
my men and some of the men in “The Link.” You 
can build a program around their answers. 


From the South Pacific one fellow writes: “If 
you want to know how I go to church every Sun- 
day look in Life Magazine last week. (The one 
where the chaplains were holding services in the 
jungles while guards were out watching for Jap 
snipers). I am sure that if there is anything 
wrong with the setup of the Church the folks at 
home will find it out and do something about it.” 
This fellow has confidence that we mean business 
and will judge ourselves and do what God wants. 
Are you acting in a way that justifies his con- 
fidence? 


From the Pacific another fellow writes: “I am 
not afraid to die and I am not afraid to live.” 
That’s real stuff. All of us have been afraid at 
some time to die and we thank God that Christ 
saves forever. But do we ever stop to think that 
it is horrible to die without Christ but it is also 
horrible to live without Christ? It takes real 
courage like this fellow has. We have already 
lived too long if we do not have a God-given pur- 
pose for living, or if having the purpose we have 
played it false because we don’t have this kind of 
courage. 


From Germany comes this word: “Just four 
years ago today I gave my life to God and since 
making such a step I have been a changed man 
and shall endeavor to make myself worthy of His 
love the rest of my life. When your letter came 
I was in a muddy foxhole—cold, wet, tired. So I 
just scanned your letter, for it was getting dark 
and Jerry was not far away. I am now in a hos- 
pital and have time to answer your letter. I feel 
that in the post-war days a number of people 
will be tempted to stray away from the pathway 
of God because the strain and danger of war are 
passed. I feel that the Church should remind 
them often and in every way possible of the great 
love and sacrifice that God has made for them. In 
other words, I think we will need plenty of the 
old-time religion. Does this make sense?” 


From Belgium comes this word: “I think the 
greatest weakness in our Church lies in me. I 
have never had a real burning desire to win men 
to Christ and to bring them. in.” 
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From a boy in camp comes this: “I think that 
we should emphasize in every way possible the 
realness and vitalness of our Christian faith in 
everyday living.” 


Another says: “Knowing that the Church back 
home is doing its share to break down the forces 
that brought on this war brings the service man 
courage and hope for the future.” 


And from a sailor comes this: “I am ready and 
willing to do what I expect of the Church.” 


Suggested Program 


Open with the hymn, “The Son Of God Goes 
Forth To War,” use as a scripture lesson Phijj 
pians 1:3-7, which expresses how we feel toward 
our fighting men. Then have some one present 
these different statements from service men at 
the battle fronts. Discuss what you lack and ought 
to do. Let the leader sum up their testimony this 
way: Our service men have courage to face their 
task and confidence in us that we will do ours 
They want us to have greater consecration to our 
task, greater compassion for the lost, and more 
real consistency in our everyday Christian living. 
Close with the hymn, “Men Of The Church 0f 
The Living God,” and the Benediction. 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


World Reconstruction And 


The Mission Enterprise 
By Mrs. H. C. Dean* 


“World Reconstruction and the Mission Enter- 
prise” is a most challenging subject and there is 
much that we—you and I, Mr. and Mrs. Layman— 
can do about it. Let us look at it a bit. It is so 
easy to talk in “world terms” and then feel either 
that the responsibility for world-wide movements 
is too large for the individual to undertake, or 
that the work of such movements belongs to our 
ministers and Assembly’s committees. 


In a letter written by a service man to his moth- 
er just before D-Day, he says, “. . . keep looking 
for the beautiful things that your Lord has in 
store for you, and then you’ll never be concerned 
with any shadowy past.” Is that why we have such 
turmoil and confusion today—because we have 
quit seeing the beautiful and have found only 
greed and malice? The reconstructed world for 
which we long will be built upon today’s world. 
Would that the Church were working as vigorously 
for the winning of the peace as the nation is work- 
ing for the winning of the war! 


The United Christian Adult Movement has sum- 
marized some of the responsibilities facing the 
Church. They tell us, “Hosts of Church members 
must be transformed from a field into a force if 
Christianity is to meet tomorrow’s exacting and 
tragic needs.” 


“World missions calls for enlargement of sup- 
port and heavy re-enforcements in personnel; for 
church-wide and vigorous backing.” 


“A whole generation of older youths and young 
adults will return from the armed forces to chal- 
lenge the church’s claim upon their allegiance 
and service.” If we build prayerfully today, the 
Church keeping before these young people now, 
even as they fight, the true mission of the Church 
—evangelism—many of these same young people 
will hear the call to the mission fields in the peace 
of tomorrow. 


Someone has said, “Science has made the world 
a community. Christianity can make the world a 


brotherhood.” 


Dr. W. A. Vesser ’t Hooft, General Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, reminds us: 
“We Christians face today one of the greatest 
tasks in our long history: the rebuilding and re- 
construction of church life in Europe after this 
war. 


“The churches of Europe will emerge from this 
war into a welter of uncertainties into a situation 
whose outcome may be tragic for Christians every- 
where unless we are willing and prepared to help 
them,”—help them repair church buildings, or- 
ganize and outfit hospitals, orphanages, and homes 
for refugees. Most of all, there is the need every- 
where for spiritual leadership. Quoting the Ge- 
eral Secretary again, “Only as each church reaches 
out to its sister churches in other lands can it 
have the vitality and spirit of a church which is 
truly alive, at work and moving forward.” Only 
as each church helps the peoples of the world to 
know Christ’s saving power can we hope to have 
world brotherhood and the type of new world 
for which we long. 


And what of the Mission Enterprise? William 
Axling has said, “Christ was not repatriated on the 
Gripsholm. He is still in Japan. He is still in 
China. He is still here. He is there. The Christ of 
the Christians of America is also the Christ o/ 
the Japanese Christians. He knows no nation! 
boundaries.” But we cannot interpret that Christ 
to the world until we have Him in our hearts and 
live His life before the world. Here in our ow 
America we need a baptism of the Holy Spirit, for 
it is only through evangelism that Missions cal 
have its rightful place in the new world — 
The best statesmanship we can offer the wor! 
- to strive to be Christ-like in all of our relation- 

ips. 


The need for workers with understanding hearts 
will not cease in industrial areas at the close o 
the war. These people must find work in the 
vilian life, and Christ would go with them in the! 
post-war plans. Homes must be rebuilt with 
Christian atmosphere in them. The family : 
must be preserved. Chapels and out-post chur 
schools must take the Gospel message to the F 
ways of our land. The returning youth must fi 
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real sympathy, not maudlin sentementalism, in the 
Church as they readjust themselves to the life 
of Church and community. Those of other races 
and nationalities must find justice and the Chris- 
tian way of life. Love must become flesh and 
dwell among us here in the United States if our 
nation is to exert the right influence in this world 
reconstruction. 


Then, looking beyond our national family into 
the world neighborhood, what do we see? In 
Brazil the Protestant Church is probably growing 
faster now than any where else in the world. 
China may ask for missionaries to man two hun- 
dred and fifty hospitals to be outfitted by extra 
hospital supplies in the control of the United 
States. Even in the interior of Japan, the Church 
has a flourishing rural parish plan, and in Korea 
the Christians remain faithful. And on and on 
around the world there is the answer “Present” 
to the roll call of the faithful. But that is not 
enough. The world must be a Christian neighbor- 
hood. 


Dr. Albert Palmer has said: “To be without 
God is to have a world view in which there is no 
unifying power and no central intelligence. .. . 
It is to live a life within which there glows no 
larger hope and beneath which lies no undergird- 
ing purpose.” 


The Executive Committees of our Church have 
the vision of the world need. Some of the ob- 
jectives in this world task are: one hundred new 
missionaries, equipment to meet the demands of 
our growing work in Brazil and Mexico, the in- 
auguration of work in Portugal, and the Christian 
reoccupation of the Far East. But until these needs 
touch the hearts of the church members, we are 
as yet asleep. Paul calls to us in his Epistle t 
the Romans: “Brethren, my heart’s desire and my 
supplication to God is for them, that they may be 
saved... For being ignorant of God’s righteous- 
ness, and seeking to establish their own, they did 
not subject themselves to the righteousness of 
God ... How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? And how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall 
they preach, except they be sent? Even as it is 
written: “How beautiful are the feet of them that 
bringeth glad tidings of peace.” (Romans 10:1, 
3, 14, 15.) Only as we share our Saviour, the 
Christ, through our lives, our gifts, our love, can 
we “find the beautiful things of life and forget 
the shadowy past.” Only as we build for Christ 
can we hope to share Him with the world. 


_ Again quoting Dr. John E. Simpson: “The grim 
irony of our spiritual isolation was graphically 
portrayed by the Magazine Section of the New 
York Times in 1942. In a large picture made up 
of faces of eleven Orientals, including Javanese 
hinese, Burmese, Japanese, and others, the awful 
tragedy of heathenism was strikingly portrayed. 
But the caption, in large letters, told a more tragic 
story. It read: ‘The People We Failed to Reach 


with the Gospel for Heaven Now Go to Hell by. 


the Gun!’ It is a tragic thing for the Church of 
the Living God to pass by on the other side! 
Perhaps the priest and the Levite said to them- 
selves, ‘This man is seriously wounded. He needs 
4 skilled physician. Any effort on our part is 


futile.’ Yet, down through the ages, will ring 
their condemnation because they didn’t even try! 
Do we?” 


*1591 Elexir Avenue, S. W., Atlanta, Ga. 


Week Of Prayer And Self-Denial 


For Foreign Missions 
January 28 - February 4 


“A World at war demands a Church at prayer.” 
There is more evidence today of the need of the 
world for Christ than in any other Week of Prayer 
and Self-Denial for Foreign Missions. One has only 
to lift her eyes and look on the battle and mission 
fields of the world to see dire need for the con- 
straining love of Christ in the hearts of men at 
home and abroad. 


In the meeting of the world’s needs prayer will 
play a potent part. The reading of Archbishop Wil- 
liam Temple’s book, “The Hope of a New World,” 
left one with the three following facts concerning 
world-wide prayer: 


1. We know very little about God’s way of work- 
ing in our world—about prayer and its power— 
about God’s value of our praying, yet it is ours to 
have faith in God and trust Him with every situ- 
ation. 


2. God’s view of the world is not like our view of 
it—He sees and works in an eternal setting. Each 
day is set between the eternal past and the eternal 
future and makes its contribution not only in the 
hours of today but across the centuries. We must 
not, therefore, question God’s acts today. 


3. The usual sphere of God’s operation is in the 
hearts and minds of men. There the prayers of 
Christians, therefore, should focus. 


The whole Church is called to seek God through 
most earnest prayer for foreign missions in the 
week of January 28 - February 4. Each church is 
urged to plan carefully to make that week one of 
definite united intercession for the cause of Christ 
throughout the world, especially on the mission 
fields of our Church—both group and personal 
prayer is requested. Let us focus our praying upon 
individuals: * 


Those who are our representatives in the mission 
fields—our missionaries and those detained at 
home and serving Christ here. 


Those native Christian leaders, shouldering the 
responsibility of the work in foreign fields with- 
out the missionaries’ encouragement, advice and 
assistance. 


Those lay Christians in foreign lands whose zeal 
and witness can be used to win new believers 
every day—the whole body of believers in the ex- 
periences of persecution these days have brought 
to Christians in many lands. 


The inquirers who have not yet united with the 
Christian church. 


The unreached, unsaved multitudes of men, 
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women and young people in every land. 


The most urgent need of the foreign mission 
work today is for young life dedicated to serve 
Christ in foreign fields—the Church is calling now 
for 100 young people to fill posts in our mission 
fields. Those who are to answer this call are now 
in southern Presbyterian homes and in our schools 
and colleges—let us pray for the young people of 
our Church that each may have courage to yield 
to the will of Christ for his or her life, and if He 
wants them in foreign service that they may follow 
where the Master leads. 


The need is also great for dedicated money, 
which can be used to strengthen the work already 
established, to enter open doors in Africa, Brazil 
and Mexico, and to prepare for re-occupation of 
our mission fields in the Orient. An adequate 
answer to the needs of today and the opportunities 
of tomorrow can only be met through sacrificial 
giving on the part of the people of our Church. 
Christ is the hope of the world. Let us pray and 
give that He may be made known in all the world 
and our Church meet her God-given opportunities. 


The 1945 Birthday Objective 
Urgent! Timely! Vital! 


Once again, in its choice of the 1945 Birthday 
Objective, the Woman’s Auxiliary has shown the 
same keen understanding of our Foreign Mission 
needs that has guided it in other years in the se- 
lection of something that is urgent, timely and 
vital. Africa has always made its appeal to the 
Christian heart because of the very depth of its 
darkness and need. Our interest in the varied peo- 
ples of that great continent has been sharpened in 
recent months by the fact that our own flesh and 
blood, the sons of our homes, have been fighting 
the battles of liberty on African soil. Never again 
can we think of Africa as being far away, as once 
we thought. The continent and its people have now 
impressed themselves upon the minds and mem- 
ories of thousands of young Americans. 


And the future of Africa, too, claims a special 
Christian interest. This great continent, rapidly 
emerging from those conditions that made it the 
“dark continent” of past generations, is under- 
going a development of vast significance to the 
whole world. New railroads have been built, high- 
ways have been laid, air routes traverse the length 
and breadth of the land, and African life is des- 
tined to play a larger role in the drama of world 
affairs. With her vast resources of undeveloped 
riches and with the rediscovery of Africa that has 
taken place in the past few years, our work there 
assumes a new significance. 


Unless the spiritual cultivation of Africa can 
keep pace with its material and secular develop- 
ment, this continent of simple and childlike peo- 
ple may one day become a danger to the world. 
We have seen in Japan how hazardous it is to 
outfit a country with all of the instruments and 
powers of civilization, unless we can at the same 
time provide the elements of conscience and con- 
trol that will enable a nation to use these powers 
wisely. The Church must act quickly. There is no 


—< 


time to lose. The transformation of Africa jg com. 
ing with a speed and momentum that are almost 
unbelievable. 

How timely, then, this decision of the Woman’: 
Auxiliary to devote its Birthday Gift for 1945 to 
the strengthening and development of those agen. 
cies of our Church that are seeking to provide g 
Christian foundation for the expanding life of 
that continent! Particularly is it fitting that the 
women of our Church should turn their thoughts 
and prayers toward that area of the world where 
womanhood has tasted the dregs of degradation 
and oppression. What could be more expressive of 
American Christian womanhood than this effort to 
lift from the lives of African women a part of the 
burden of physical and spiritual suffering that 
they have carried so long? 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
desires to express its appreciation of the wisdom 
shown in selecting this objective, of the devotion 
to the work in lands across the sea that this de. 
cision reflects, and of the help that this gift will 
bring to our African Mission at a time of great 
opportunity and need. 


C. Darby Fulton, 
Executive Secretary, 
Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions. 


World Day Of Prayer 
February 16th 1945 


“The World Day of Prayer grows in extent and 
influence and has been a strengthening factor of 
unity about the world in these days of cleavages,” 
reported Mrs. Ruth M. Worrell, Executive Secre- 
tary of the United Council of Church Women, 
which organization sponsors the annual observance 
of that day.. “Never have more chairmen con- 
mented so enthusiastically on their local success 
with any previous worship service as with the one 
for February, 1944. There was a warm response in 
all types of communities, undoubtedly due to fam- 
ilies separated at the ends of the earth, as well as 
to a deepening concern over the state of all man- 
kind at this startling moment of history.” Over 
10,000 observances were held in the United States 
alone and uncounted others elsewhere around the 
world. 


The program for February 16, 1945, has been 
prepared by the Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Committee of England, Wales and Ireland. The 
text or theme verse is I. Peter 2:9: “But ye are @ 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy na 
tion, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” 


Dr. Margaret Applegarth, chairman of the 
World Day of Prayer Committee of the United 
Council of Church Women, has compiled an && 
count of the 1944 observance of the day in 4 
leaflet called “While Earth Rolls Onward Into 
Light.” It is encouraging to know that in far 
away places of the earth Christians. gathered m 
prayer and will again gather this year, to ask for- 
giveness of sins, to pray for divine guidance and 
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mercy, and to intercede with God for those whom 
they love and who are in great need of His pres- 
ence. In the little coral island of Samoa in the 
Pacific there was given a World Day of Prayer 
offering totaling $1,500. Papua’s offering was sent 
to relieve those who had suffered from earthquake 
in Chile. And in Fiji the earliest observance is 
held, while it is still Thursday night with us! 


From South China came this report: “Meeting 
held in a little room, bright with pots of greenery, 
three lovely red roses! Next to me an old lady 
shared my hymn book, she sang in a high squeaky 
voice, often ahead of everyone else and out of 
tune, but I am sure it sounded sweet to our 
heavenly Father.” And from Lahore, India, one 
wrote: “Service in five different languages, two 
Burma missionaries singing in Burmese.” From 
Assam, a place which we may not be able to locate 
easily, came this report: “Very first Day of Prayer 
held in this town; Garo women most enthusiastic, 
church fragrant with sweetpeas from neighboring 
gardens; most isolated spot in which a service was 
held, back in these Garo hills.” 


And so indeed the earth was girdied with prayer 
on that special day in 1944, and will be again in 
1945 on February 16. We here in the United 
States have the privilege of gathering in our 
churches with Christians of every denomination to 
pray to the Father of us all that He will forgive 
us, cleanse us, empower and use us, that He may 
give to us the spirit of unity, that we may know 
and do and love His will, and that throughout the 
earth His name will be honored, loved, magnified. 
Let us join with other Christians in making Feb- 
tuary 16, 1945, a World Day of Prayer. 


THE SABBATH 
By A Pilgrim 


That there is a God, a Creator, a Ruler of the 
Universe is “Deep writ upon the heart of man with 
iron pen.’.’ The explorer digging into the ruins o 
prehistoric cities, proves it; our American Indians 
and their happy hunting grounds, the ancient 
Egyptian with his embalmed body awaiting the 
esurrection, mankind from the highest culturc 
to the lowest degradation of our stone age cave- 
in the heart of Africa, all proclaim its 


God’s revealed will teaches us in the Bible that 
the wealth of creation was given man to govern 
and to use, and having made him in the likeness 
of Himself God gave him an immortal soul. The 
last day of the seven, he ordained and created the 
Sabbath Day for man, free from care and labor, 
a day of communion with Him, elevating his mind 
and soul to a height far even above the stars. 


_The soul of man is limitless, the body has its 
limits, So many hours of work, mental or physical 
and fatigue comes; so many hours of pleasure, - 
satiated weariness comes,—rest must come, and 
the sleep of night is sweet. Nature’s God knew 
that even this was not enough, so a whole day, one 
M seven, was created as a blessing to man, bring- 
mg more rest to the brain, the muscles, the nerves, 
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as well as elevating him spiritually. The Atheists 
of the French Revolution abolished the Sabbath 
Day with such disaster as forced them to replace 
it, which they did by making it one day in ten; 
then finding that failed, France had to return to 
one day in seven. God’s day then rests the body, 
clears and inspires his mind, quickens his soul, and 
is a powerful element in “long life and pros- 
perity.” The richest blessings’ spiritual and 
temporal God promises to those who know and 
keep the Sabbath; in that wonderful verse, “If 
thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath” 
“Pleasure” is twice mentioned as being the most 
seductive of all temptations, with no such self 
denial as we daily practice in our business. W 
human beings have a foolish erroneous idea of 
what pleasure is, and often deceive ourselves, 
blind and incapable of seeing. We are like one on 
a mountain top, before him unfolds all the 
grandeur and beauty of nature, here and there cz: 
be seen historic places, with thrilling memories, 
yet, he can see none of them, only at his foot < 
little bug rolling a little ball. The world is full « 
pleasure, real pleasure, that stirs the heart and 
soul, pleasures that last, often to all eternity. 


“A Sabbath well spent 

Brings a week of content, 

And strength for the toils of the morrow, 
But a Sabbath profaned 

Whatever is gained, 

Is a certain forerunner of sorrow.” 


To get the full benefit of the Sabbath our Scotch 
ancestors prepared on Saturday night “to be in the 
spirit on the Lord’s Day.” It has been beautifully 
expressed by Burns, Scotland’s great Poet, in his 
“Cotter’s Saturday Night.” It is too long for this 
paper, but a few lines we will give: 


“The cheerful’ supper done, wi’’ serious face 

They, round the ingle, form a circle wide; 

The sire turns o’er wi’ patriarchal grace, 

The big ha’ Bible, ance his father’s pride: 

His bonnet rev’rently is laid aside, 

His lyart haffets wearing thin and bare; 

Those strains that once did in Zion glide 

He wales a portion with judicious care; 

And ‘Let us worship God!’ he says wi’ solemn 
air. 


“Then chant their artles notes in simple guise: 
They tune their hearts, by far the noblest aim; 
Perhaps ‘Dundee’s’ wild warbling measures rise 
Or plaintive ‘Martyrs’, worthy of the name; 

* ok * ck * * 

“Then kneeling down, to Heaven’s Eternal King, 
The saint, the father, and the husband prays; 
Hope springs exulting on triumphant wing; 
That thus they all shall meet in future days; 
There ever bask in uncreated rays, 

Together hymning their Creator’s praise, 

On such society, yet still more dear; 

While circling time moves around in an eternal 
sphere.” 


But why was the Sabbath changed from the 
seventh to the first day of the week? Because 
on the first day of the week Christ rose from the 
dead, it was the great day of the Resurrection. 


We can never forget that tragic night in the 
Garden of Gethsemane—Christ praying hour after 
hour, and that sad cry coming from his lips: 
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“If it be possible,’—it was human nature, the 
man in God uttering that prayer as He, sinless, 
pure and holy, felt that the sins of mankind he 
bore were his own sins; he suffered the anguish 
of guilt, the remorse of the murderer, the infamy 
of the adulterer, the disgrace of the thief, the 
inhumanity of man to man, the sins of Christians 
violating those first four Commandments, espec- 
ially in the keeping of the Sabbath, it was this 
agony that caused that pitiful cry; then the God 
in man took Him to the cross, where He offered 
Himself a sacrifice to save men and open the gates 
of Heaven for them. 


How best shall we express the feelings of our 
hearts, what shall we render to the Lord? A 
mother, among some household articles in an un- 
used room, found a worn little shoe. As she 
picked it up, a flood of grief rushed to her heart, 
she saw again the smiling, happy face of the little 
one that had worn that shoe, she heard the patter 
of feet running to meet her and the sound of a 
sweet voice calling her; tears blinded her eyes as 
her empty arms pressed to her heart the little shoe 
of one who long ago heard a kind voice saying, 
“Suffer little children to come unto me.” That 


shoe to that mother was a memento no gold could 
buy. 


And what memorial for our Lord who died for 
us? Stone in ages crumbles to dust and is scattered 
afar by the wind; a cathedral perishes at last and 
the place thereof knows it no more forever. But 
the Sabbath Day, our memorial of our risen 
Saviour will last forever and forever, from time 
into eternity. To recall all that Christ suffered 
for us, and to comfort our hearts with the know- 
ledge that we, too, who are believers in Him, will 
one day know the happiness of the resurrection, 
the reunion of sanctified bodies with our souls— 
the glorious Resurrection Day! 


—i 
—_ 





The Primacy Of Peter 
By Rev. Daniel J. Currie* 


Was there ever such a thing as Peter’s primacy? 
Yes, personally; no; officially. 


Peter shared this personal primacy with James 
and John. These three made up Christ’s inner 
circle. They shared experiences with Him not al- 
lowed to the other disciples. Only they were with 
Jesus at the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mk. 
5:38) ; at His transfiguration (Matt. 17:1); and 
in His deep agony in Gethsemane (Matt. 28:37). 
Plainly this was because they possessed character- 
istics and qualities not found in the rest of the 
Twelve and so were better fitted to enter into 
His experiences in His future work. 


We also find that Peter had a sort of primacy 
over James and John. In each of the three inci- 
dents just named Peter’s name stands first. We 
can hardly think this as accidental. He was the 
outstanding one of the three. Further, Peter was 
the one through whom Jesus addressed the rest of 
the disciples and who often spoke for them. Nat- 
urally. because he was strong, ardent, impetuous 
and enthusiastic. He had and claimed no power or 
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authority not possessed by the other apostles, He 
was “Primus inter pares” and nothing more. 


Peter had no official primacy. Matt. 16:18 May 
look like it, but not so. Christ had asked the dis. 
ciples what men thought of Him. Then He askeg 
them what they thought of Him and Peter replied: 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” 
to whom Jesus said, “Thou art Peter (petros, 
Greek for stone), and upon this rock (petra, a dif. 
ferent Greek word for stone or crag), I wil] build, 
My Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.”” The “rock” (petra) upon which Christ 
builds His Church is not Peter (petros), but 
Peter’s statement? “Thou art the Son of the living 
God’—the Deity of Christ. Who thinks Peter 
— the assaults from “the gates of 
Hell’? 


Matt. 16:19 does look as if Jesus gave special 
authority officially to Peter, even the power of 
the keys of the kingdom. Whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and what- 
soever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” But Matt. 18:19 says Jesus gave that 
authority jointly to the apostles as a body and not 
individually to Peter. “Whatsoever ye (plural) 
shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever ye (plural) loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” Putting the two passages to- 
gether, the only interpretation can be, that in the 
first incident Jesus was speaking to the Twelve 
through Peter, as He did at other times. 


The belief, that Christ appointed Peter His 
vice-gerent and endowed him with special av- 
thority officially is utterly groundless because 
utterly unscriptural. So also, is the thought of 
Peter as being the gate-keeper of heaven. 


DeFuniak Springs, Fla. 


ti. 
=> 





Evangelistic Observations 
By C. R. McCubbins, D.D.* 


Evangelism has been talked about perhaps only 
second to money and we have really done so little 
about it. I have been interested in the many art 
icles that have been published recently in 
to Creeds—and Evangelism and the reason W 
we have not accomplished more in this great field. 
Some seem to feel that if we changed our C 
so as to make it more evangelistic we should 
accomplish more. 


When people are seeking a church do they 
consider the creed of the church as to whether 
it is evangelistic? From my observation ¢ 
matter little to most people. I doubt if the mr 
jority of the officers and teachers of our churches 
know the contents of the Confession of Faith and 
what it teaches, I have even seen some that didn't 
know we had a Confession of Faith. 


We have not indoctrinated our people on the 
essential beliefs of the Bible. It is time that W 
began to teach the great doctrines of the Bible. 
The ignorance of the teachings of the great doc: 
trines of the Bible is appalling. 


This past year we have had people to unite 
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with our church from the Roman Catholic Church, 
Baptist, Methodist and Moravian Church, they 
ynow little about the doctrines of our church. 


| feel that our church isn’t suffering from our 
Creeds half as much as some seem to think, I 
have never heard any layman say anything about 
our Creed being “Fatalistic’”’. 


Our trouble seems to be that we have relied on 
the mechanics of church to do the job and have 
not taken seriously the task committed to the 
church—that of winning souls. 


We are all to blame for this. As ministers have 
we placed this emphasis above all else? Have 
we informed our membership that all members 
of the church are to be soul winners and set 
the example before them? 


Evangelism is not to be carried on only once a 
year at “Meeting Time”, But ALL of the year 
in every department of the church, beginning in 
the home in the Sunday School, the Young Peo- 
ples Work as well as in the Woman’s Auxiliary 
and Men of the Church. Teach for decisions for 
Christ, live for decisions for Christ and preach 
for decisions for Christ, Oh, for a Spirit Filled 
Church with Apostolic Fire. 


We seem to have been afraid to preach Evangel- 
istic Sermons for fear that some would call us 
“Fanatical” and have tred on the more soothing 
tones and have lulled many to sleep. The Apostles 
and the great Evangelists did not mince words 
when they preached, they preached on sin, re- 
pentance, regeneration as well as the love of God. 
The Holy Spirit honored their preaching and many 
came to salvation by Faith in Jesus Christ. 


We need to inform our church membership of 
their responsibility to God as well as man. We 
need to believe the Bible as to what it says and 
teach it without toning it down to soothe men’s 
conscience. 


Prof. Betts of Northwestern University reveals 
that in a questionnaire sent out to 1,500 min- 
isters and ministerial students, that of those 
who answered these questions; 59 percent of the 
Presbyterians did not believe in a personal Devil, 
85 percent in no literal Hell, 25 percent in no 
literal Heaven and 80 percent did not believe 
that the BIBLE was trustworthy. I know that 
statistics are often misleading, yet they reveal 
many things that ought not to be. The fountain 
stream is a bit MUDDY. When there are attitudes 
of this kind spread abroad what can the laymen 
think or the unchurched? 


As to the Laymen, thank God for every faithful 
one of them. But laymen as a whole, have they 
mn born again, do they know that they are 
saved? If so they have a definite testimony for 
¢ and can go out and win others for Christ. 
Let me say also that God has always called His 
people to lead lives of separation from worldly 
ings. Recently a teacher was teaching a young 
boy who had united with the church this year that 
ns ought not to drink whiskey and beer, 


at it was wrong, when he said: “My Daddy 
ks beer.” 


Our Bible teaches us that all are born into 
€ world sinners and need to be regenerated by 
the Holy Spirit, as the natural man is already 


condemned to eternal punishment and is without 
hope save by faith in Jesus as our Saviour. Oh, 
Laymen don’t wait for some one else to lead your 
child to accept Christ, do it yourself. 


Another observation is that when people pray 
for souls men are saved, from the numbers that 
attend our prayer services and special seasons 
of prayer, our church could not be called a pray- 
ing church. A few years ago when our church was 
having a special week of “Prayer and Self Denial” 
for Foreign Missions one of the best women in 
the church said: “Sorry that I can’t wait for the 
prayer service to be over, but it’s time for my 
bridge club to meet.” 


Unbelief 


Unbelief is at the botom of our lagging in 
Evangelism, men don’t believe that “All have 
sinned and come short of the Glory of God,” and 
that there is only one way to be saved, through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. They quote “God 
is Love,” “surely if God loves us He will not 
punish us, but will eventually save everyone.” 
Men don’t believe God will punish the sinner, and 
they go on living in sin. 


*Fort Worth, Tex. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


In celebrating its seventy-fifth year of publish- 
ing, Fleming H. Revell Company pays a deserved 
compliment to the initiative and ability of its 
founder, the late Mr. Revell, who carried on to 
success despite the total loss of his initial enter- 
prise in the Chicago fire in 1871 and another dis- 
astrous fire some years later. 


As a young man, Mr. Revell came under the in- 
fluence of D. L. Moody in an unusual way—an in- 
fluence which was further intensified by Mr. 
Moody’s marriage to Mr. Revell’s sister Emma. Mr. 
Moody was ten years the senior of his brother-in- 
law. He did much to encourage Mr. Revell in his 
early days. Since that time Fleming H. Revell 
Company has been given global recognition as a 
religious publishing house in America. Their slo- 
gan has been “Publishers of Evangelical Litera- 
ture.” During this time many helpful publications 
from world-wide evangelists, famous missionaries 
and Sunday School workers have been issued under 
their auspices. 


We wish for this esteemed publishing house 
many years of continued usefulness and pray that 
they may continue to propagate books that are 
loyal to the Christian faith once for all delivered 
to the saints. Mr. Fleming H. Revell, Jr., now 
chairman of the Board of Directors; Mr. William 
R. Barbour, President; Mr. William H. Wooster, 
Secretary, and Mr. Wilbur H. Davies, Sales Man- 
ager, have a great opportunity before them as 
they face a troubled future that is in desperate 
need of the pure Christian message. —VJ.R.R. 
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GREATER GLORIES 
By Arno C. Gabelein, D.D. 


Published by Our Hope Publishing Company, 
456 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. Price 50 
cents. 


For many years Dr. Gabelein has sent forth a 
stream of Christian literature that has enriched 
our generation. He is the author of over forty 
books dealing largely with the exposition of the 
Bible. Now at his advanced age he has given us 
one of the finest specimens of his Christian think- 
ing in this little book that he has called Greater 
Glories. It contains three Bible lectures. The first 
is on the “Glory of the Bible.” The second, the 
“Glory of the Cross”; and the third, the “Glory of 
Our Inheritance.” All three contain remarkable 
spiritual insight and should inspire every Christian 
to have a higher appreciation of the Bible as the 
Word of God, of the cross as the instrument of our 
salvation, and look forward with great delight to 
the glorious inheritance purchased for us by 
Christ. 


In his lecture on the “Glory of the Bible,” Dr. 
Gabelein has some very pertinent remarks for our 
generation. He states: “The enemies of the Bible 
have multiplied during the last twenty-five years 
in a startling way. Infidels have always been averse 
to this Book of Books. But the most dangerous 
enemies of the Bible are found today in the very 
camp of Christendom. As the living Word, our 
Lord was betrayed by a kiss by one of His fol- 
lowers, so those who claim to be a follower of 
Christ betray the Christian Word with a kiss. They 
speak of the Bible as a good book and in the same 
breath they deny its inspiration and its divine, un- 
changeable authority.” 


Dr. Gabelein draws a fine comparison between 
the living Word, the Son of God, and the written 
Word, the Bible. He raises the question, “How did 
the Son of God become incarnate?” Then follows 
this great statement: “By the virgin birth. The 
Spirit of God came upon the virgin of Nazareth; 
the power of the Highest overshadowed her. His 
human body was called into being by a creative 
act of the Spirit of God. He was born and then 
walked on earth as that unique Being, very God 
and very Man; truly God and truly human apart 
from sin. In like manner the written Word of God, 
the Bible, came into existence. The Holy Spirit 
came upon these chosen instruments. The power 
of the Highest overshadowed them. The Lord put 
His own words into their mouths and pens. There- 
fore the Bible is the Book divine. But they were 
human beings. Their individuality was not ignored 
nor set aside. The human element is easily seen in 
this great Book also. It is the God-Man Book; the 
divine-human Book. But like the God-Man the 
God-Man Book is also infallible.” 


The author is fully convinced after studying 
modern Christianity that the greatest need of the 
Church in our day is a restored confidence in the 
Bible as the Word and infallible Revelation of 
God. Although the author occasionally brings in 
his premillenial views, this little book will be of 
great profit and interest even to those who do not 
hold to this particular interpretation of the mil- 
lenial question. —John R. Richardson. 
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LUTHER AND THE SCRIPTURES 
By Dr. M. Reu 


Published by the Wartburg Press, 55-59 
Main Street, Columbus 15, Ohio. Price $1.09, 


Since intelligent Christians must ask questions 
about the Bible, it is important that the question 
of the nature of its inspiration be viewed from 
every angle. Inasmuch as Martin Luther is one of 
the great lights of the Christian Church, the author 
feels that it will not be amiss to inquire about his 
position regarding the inspiration of the Bible 
This little book consists of a series of lectures 
given by the author on Luther’s views of the 
Scriptures. The thesis of these lectures igs that 
Luther believed with all his heart in verbal inspi- 
=— The entire book is a confirmation of this 
thesis. 


There are several important conclusions that the 
author sets forth drawn from Luther’s utterances, 
First, Luther believed that “Scripture is its own 
interpreter.” The great reformer repeatedly ap- 
plied this principle in all of his lectures. He jp. 
sisted that in order not to go wrong the theologian 
must therefore keep in mind the whole of Scrip. 
ture, comparing passage with passage for the true 
understanding of Christ. Second, the Scriptures 
became to him the sole authority in religion. In 
1520 Luther wrote this classic statement: “Free, 
free, free would and should we be in all things 
that are outside of the Scripture. Defiance to him 
who would stop us.” But in all other things, “Con- 
science is bound by God’s Word.” Dr. Reu believes 
that Luther’s preface to the Epistle of James is 
not a proof for another attitude as some allege 
but that Scripture remained Luther’s sole authority 
until the end of his life. Still another conclusion 
reached is that from a study of Luther’s works he 
never admitted any error in Scripture. Even those 
parts of Scripture that do not concern our salva- 
tion were considered errorless. It must, however, 
be pointed out in this connection that though 
Luther believed in the absolute inerrancy of the 
Scriptures, he ascribed this inerrancy not to our 
present text but to the original drafts of the 
Biblical books. 


This reviewer knows of no treatise in the Eng- 
lish language that deals exclusively with this sub- 
ject and therefore feels that the author has made 
a real contribution to theological thought. The 
author stated that it was his purpose to give the 
Church what it needed on this subject and he 
would leave to his readers to decide in what mea- 
sure he succeeded. It is our conviction that this 
painstaking work characterized by expert scholar- 
ship will add force to the Church’s historic belief 
in the verbal inspiration of Holy Writ. 

—John R. Richardson. 


eS 


GALATIANS IN THE GREEK 
NEW TESTAMENT 
By Kenneth S. Wuest 


Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


Galatians In The Greek New Testament is the 
seventh book in a series by Kenneth S. Wuest 
teacher of New Testament Greek at the Moody 
Bible Institute. It is a popular commentary dé 
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signed for English readers. The author presents a 
careful analysis of the letter and proceeds to a 
yerse-by-verse exposition. He admits his debt to 
the great commentators, such as: Lightfoot, Bur- 
ton, Alford, Meyer. He does not trouble his 
readers, however, by weighing one authority 
against another. He makes no attempt to deal with 
higher criticism’s attacks on the epistle. 


Throughout the commentary the author gives 
proper emphasis to Paul’s theme—justification by 
faith. One is refreshed to observe the writer’s re- 
cognition that the Apostle discovered this theme 
in the Old Testament. The careful reader will 
note, however, frequent interpretations that are 
tharacteristically dispensational. He will observe 
them where the text touches Israel, the Church, 
and the Law. —Adrian DeYoung. 


————j»,_~ <a oa —_—__ 


THE COMFORT OF GOD 
By Harold J. Ockenga, Ph.D. 


Published by the Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, N. Y. Price $2.50. 


The author originally planned to publish this 
volume under the title, “Preaching In Second Cor- 
inthians.’” As he reworked his material for publi- 
cation, he decided to use the opening and closing 
thought of this epistle where God is spoken of as 
“The God of all Comfort.” The second epistle to 
the Corinthians is an autobiographical letter and 
Dr. Ockenga seizes upon this thought in applying 
his exposition first of all to St. Paul who needed 
comfort from God if ever man did, and then to 
ourselves. He points out the nature of the comfort 
of God that always caused St. Paul to triumph in 
Christ, and then emphasizes that this same comfort 
is available for Christians today. 


This volume is a worthy specimen of great ex- 
pository preaching. These expositions are so well 
done that they should serve as skilful models in a 
class of homiletics instructing young men how to 
illuminate, explain and apply the Word of God. 

—John R. Richardson. 


Wings For The Soul 


A Perfect Convoy Of Dreadnaughts 
For The Christian 


The following was written in the Philippines 
and received in the United States on January 5, 
1942, on the last mail from the Philippines, hav- 
ing been perfectly convoyed through hostile wa- 
ters. It is indeed a perfect convoy of dread- 
naughts for Christians in 1945. 


Fear not ... Unto you is born a Saviour which is 
Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11. 

far not ... I have redeemed thee. Isaiah 43:1. 

Fear not ... I am with thee. Isaiah 43:2. 

far not ... I am thy shield. Genesis 15:1. 

Fear not ... I will help thee. Isaiah 43:13. 

far not... The Lord shall fight for you. 
Exodus 14:14, 

far not... The Lord thy God ... will not fail 
thee. Deuteronomy 31:6. 


‘at not: Believe only. Luke 8:50. 
Have Faith in God. 


Confederacies In Evil 
By Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, D.D. 


The intense desire for union has its commend- 
able side, and we are far from undervaluing it. 
Precious also is the protest for liberty, which cer- 
tain valorous souls have lifted up. We rejoice that 
our brethren will not submit their conscience to 
any man; but the mercy is that we do not know 
of any man who desires that they should. Speci- 
ally is the object of their brave opposition as free 
from a desire to rule over them as from the wish 
to be ruled by them. It is a pity that such loyalty 
to liberty could not be associated with an equally 
warm expression of resolve to be loyal to Christ 
and His Gospel. It would be a grievous fault if 
the sons of the Puritans did not maintain the 
freedom of their consciences; but it will be no 
less a crime if they withdraw those consciences 
from under the yoke of Christ. 


To pursue union at the expense of truth is trea- 
son to the Lord Jesus. If we are prepared to enter 
into solemn league and covenant for the defense 
of the crown rights of King Jesus, we cannot give 
up the crown-jewels of His Gospel for the sake of 
a larger charity. He is our Master and Lord, and 
we will keep His words: to tamper with His doc- 
trine would be to be traitors to Himself. Yet, al- 
most unconsciously, good men and true may drift 
into compromises which they would not at first 
propose, but which they seem forced to justify. 
Yielding to be the creatures of circumstances, 
they allow another to gird them, and lead them 
whither they would not; and when they wake up, 
and find themselves in an undesirable condition, 
they have not always the resolution to break away 
from it. Especially in the company of their equally 
erring brethren, they are not inclined to consider 
their ways, and are not anxious to have them re- 
marked upon; and. therefore, in this brief paper, 
we venture to make an earnest appeal from bre- 
thren assembled to brethren at home in their 
studies quietly turning over the matter. 


As much as possible we beg them to forget the 
obnoxious reprover, and to look the state of af- 
fairs carefully in the face, and see if it strikes 
them as it does us. We will put it plainly, not to 
»~rovoke, but to be understood. 


As a matter of fact, believers in Christ’s atone- 
ment are now in declared religious union with 
those who make light of it: believers in Holv 
Scripture are in confederacy with those who deny 
plenary inspiration; those who hold evangelical 
doctrine are in open alliance with those who call 
the fall a fable, who deny the personality of the 
Holy Ghost, who call justification by faith im- 
moral, and hold that there is another probation 
after death, and a future restitution for the lost. 
Yes, we have before us the wretched spectacle of 
professedly orthodox Christians publicly avowing 
their union with those who deny the faith, and 
scarcely concealing their contempt for those who 
cannot be guilty of such gross disloyalty to 
Christ. To be very plain, we are unable to call 
these things Christian unions; they begin to look 
like “confederacies in evil.” Before the face of 
God we fear that they wear no other aspect. To 
our inmost heart this is a sad truth from which 
we cannot break away. 
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